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The people and the Council take 
a stand on Norfolk’s future: 

The Bill: No Our Sea: Yes 
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THE PEOPLE WON’T WEAR IT - 
COUNCIL VOTES 8 - 0 AGAINST IT 


Self-Gov’t: Yes 

WE MUST CONTROL SPENDING, 
WELFARE. lOCALLAWS, LAND 


OUR 2 00-MILE ZONE IS OURS. NOT 
YOURS, COUNCIL TELLS AUSTRALIA 


A Flag: Yes 

COUNCIL APPROVES - PUBLIC 
INVITED TO HELP DESIGN IT 


Airport: Yes Coinage: 


AUSTRALIA CAN’T DECIDE - 
COUNCIL SAYS "LET US DO IT" 


$250, 000 A YEAR FOR NORFOLK 
COUNCIL IS ALL IN FAVOUR 


Strong outside support: 

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT SAYS "YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAKE 

YOUR OWN DECISION"-SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION SAYS "YOU ARE ENTITLED 

TO A SEAT" - - - TOP AUSTRALIAN ECONOMIST SAYS "YOUR ECONOMY CAN SUP¬ 
PORT YOUR ISLAND" - - - ’PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY’ SAYS "PEOPLE EVERYWHERE 
ASPIRE TO SELF GOVERNMENT"-READERS WRITE IN TO SUPPORT NORFOLK AIMS 

m 

PLUS: 

A NEW CONSTITUTION DRAFT... BACKGROUND TO MINISTER’S MARCH VISIT.. .A 
BIG REPORT ON THE PUBLIC MEETING. . „ AUSTRALIA POURS AID AND CULTURAL 
SUPPORT INTO OTHER ISLANDS... THE OLD DAYS ON NORFOLK.., ELEGANT NEW 
SHOP OPENS.. .HELEN PAYNE... GOOD WINES ’IN BOND’... ’LETTER FROM HOME’ 













COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we,.have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Comers shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, , 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
-- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 
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1979 ought to go 


down in history as the day when the 
elected representatives of the people 
of Norfolk psychologically began to 
take the reins of self-government. 

The Norfolk Island Council is le¬ 
gally still nothing but an advisory 
body. 

Australia so far has not decided to 
let go of any of its real control of the 
Island, 

But at the monthly Council meet¬ 
ing in February the eight elected 
Councillors - 

• Unanimously, courteously and 
firmly informed the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment that its Norfolk Island Bill 
for the Island’s future government is 
not acceptable to the Island, and 
that negotiations for an adequate 
degree of self-government will need 
to continue; 

• Said that if Australia can’t make 
up its mind about necessary improve¬ 
ments to the Island airport. Council 
would like authority to borrow some 
$3 million itself, and get the work 
done. The loan and lO^c interest 
could be repaid. Council believes, 
with a charge of only $23 on each 
return ticket to Norfolk - and jet 
aircraft could offset that amount 
with their increased efficiency. 

• Informed the Minister that they 
counted on the benefits of the 200- 
mile ocean zone around Norfolk to 
be reserved for ifhe Island’s use, and 
not pre-empted by Australia, 

• Proposed a study of the econom¬ 
ics of buying surplus Hercules air¬ 
craft, and converting them for pas¬ 
senger use, in the absence of aav 
clear plan by East-West Airlines to 
replace its F-27 planes. Prelimin¬ 
ary Council figures suggest that the 
converted Hercules planes could be 
operated profitably at fares about 
1/3 less than East-West now charges. 

• Kept pressing for the issuance 
of Norfolk Island coins, which could 


add an estimated $250, 000 a year 


to Island revenues. 

• Said thejtfhad been handicapped 
in negotiations with l&r. Ellicott so 
far because of the lack of an expert 
constitutional law adviser to assist 
Council, and asked the Common¬ 
wealth to^provide funds for such an 
adviser in forthcoming negotiations. 
If the Coipmenwealth would not pay, 
Council said they would be quite 
ready to see the costs paid from the 
Island's own funds. 
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DAY IN KINGSTON 


• Demanded that Australia stop 
walling Norfolk off from the other 
Islands of the Pacific, and honour 
its obligation to let Council repre¬ 
sentatives take part in this year's 
South Pacific Conference. 

• Carpeted Norfolk’s Australian 
Administrator, Mr. D.V. O'Leary, 
for using a misleading threat to col¬ 
lect back fees from landowners liv¬ 
ing overseas. 

•Invited public suggestions, in 
the next month, for the design of a 
Norfolk Island flag, and authorised 
the drafting of an ordinance creating 
the flag. 

The meeting caught Mr. O’Leary 
off balance almost from the start. 

On issue after issue, Councillors laid 
out evidence that the Commonwealth’s 
form of administration of the Island 
is ill-informed, negligent of major 
needs and opportunities, and bound 
up in Canberra red tape that has no 
connection with the realities of Nor- 
foik. 

On point after point they present¬ 
ed constructive, positive views on 
what the Island needs - in the face 
of Canberra policies which have been 
uncertain, damagingly delayed and 
too often paternalistic. 

The pubMc sfegjhrient of the meeting 
lasted almost four 'hours. 

Extra chair’s had to be brought in 
to accommodate ah over-flow crowd 
of residents and visitors in the public 
gallery. 

Mr. O'Leary appeared to have no 


awareness, beforehand pfrhow smug¬ 
ly and unanimously the elected Coun¬ 
cillors were going to slate the un¬ 
acceptability of the Norfolk Island 
Bill. 

As recently as December it seem¬ 
ed that Mr. O’Lbiry^d MT. Elli¬ 
cott might be able to coax and nudge 
Council into going along with the 
Bill. Early that month the Adminis¬ 
trator even floated a suggestion that 
Councillors might like to give it 
< their quick, unanimous endorse¬ 
ment. 

But Council waited to hear what 
their electors thought, and the re¬ 
sult was the 8-0 vote against. 

The result had an important ef¬ 
fect on the current l&rfolk govern¬ 
mental situation, quite apart from 
the negotiations on rap Bill itself. 

As part of his dutiefr Mr. ^JUpary 
has done his best to promote accept¬ 
ance of first the Nimmo Report! and 
later the Bill - arid to hold down op¬ 
position to them. On February 7th, 
from the Dep^qrpent’s^point of View, 
he couldn’t deliver evep one Coun¬ 
cillor when things came to the 
crunch. From the islarfd’s point of 
view be had worked against Norfolk’s 
best interest and lost. 

Credibility is essential to effect¬ 
ive government, and credibility 
tends to flow to winners. On the af¬ 
ternoon of February 7th a substan¬ 
tial amount of credibility in the gov¬ 
erning of Norfolk Island shifted from 
the Administratorship to the elected 
Council. 


OFFICIAL: NORFOLK VIABLE 


NORFOLK* S ECONOMY is able to 
support the Island and should be able 
to go on doing so without subsidies 
from Australia. 

That is the conclusion of Prof. 
Ronald Gates, one of Australia's 
top economists, who is just com¬ 
pleting the most detailed study of 
the Island’s economy ever conduct¬ 
ed. 

In a preview of findings that will 
be presented in full to the Minister 
in March, Prof. Gates revealed in 
February that ’’the information we 
have gathered and the analysis we 
have done make it clear that the 
Island does have a viable economy.” 
(’’Viable: able to maintain a separate 

existence” - Oxford Dictionary.) 


He said he ihougjht it was appro¬ 
priate to reassure the people of the 
Island on that major point, in ad¬ 
vance of completing his detailed 
report. 

Prof. Gates told The News that; 
j the various parts of the study - a • 

( census of all households, financial 
j returns from all businesses, a sur- 
j vey of tourist expenditure and inter- 
j views with many people on the Is- 
! land - all gave consistent results 
and reinforced the reliability of the 
findings. He said the censuses were 
"almost copy-book exercises". 

’’Income and expenditure per head j 
of the population are not much dif¬ 
ferent from those in mainland Aust- 
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Here is one of the 
worktfs great watches. 


The Citizen Quartz divers watch model no. 60-0997-50. 



Advanced features: Click stop for accurate time 
setting. Power conservation switch for longer 
power cell life. Luminous hands and dial. 

Reliability: One year operation from one silver 
oxide power cell. Click stop mechanism 
prevents hands from being turned through 
shocks to case. Crown is fixed to double 
packed structure by a screwlock to prevent 
variation in the packing compressibility in 
cases of extreme shock 


trength: Rigid water resistant construction withstands 
60 Kg/cirrpressure to a depth of 600 metres. Unified 
structure of case and back cover ensures water 
resistance during prolonged periods underwater. 
Tempered crystal face glass. Durable, pliable 
urethane band fits comfortably. 

Accuracy: The Quartz ciystal oscillating at 
32,768 Hz gives extremely high accuracy. 

Highly reliable C/MOS-LSI used for elec¬ 
tronic circuit. A step motor advances the 
second hand second by second. 


©CITIZEN 

a full range at 

-PRENTICE’S- 


THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 











ralia," he said. 

’’Self financing is feasible. The 
economic capacity is there. H 

When the full report becomes 
available, it will provide basic 
reference points for understanding 
how Norfolk's economy works, and 
for making timely and well-inform¬ 
ed decisions in managing the Island's 
budget. 

The report is expected to include 
recommendations for regular up¬ 
dating of economic information, so 
that Island decision-makers can have 
a better understanding of what they 
are doing from now on, indefinitely 
into the future. 

It is not known whether the de¬ 
tailed economic report and recom¬ 
mendations will be tabled in Parlia¬ 
ment, or how quickly it will be¬ 
come available on the Island. 

But it is one of the most import¬ 
ant and eagerly-awaited reports in 
recent Norfolk history, and will have 
profound effects on the Island's fu¬ 
ture when it becomes public. 

Minister will 
Arr ive Ma r. 12 

COUNCIL SEEKING LEGAL ADVISER 

MINISTER R. J. ELLICOTT will re¬ 
turn to Norfolk March 12-15, short¬ 
ly after the resumption of Parlia¬ 
ment late in February. 

The purpose of his visit was not 
stated in the announcement made 
to Council on February 7th. 

In deciding on the trip Mr. Elli- 
eott would have been aware of 
-he strong public reaction against 
the Norfolk Island Bill at a public 
meeting on January 16th, and of 
the United Nations Association's 
offer to conduct a Voluntary Act 
of Self-Determination on the Isl¬ 
and if requested to do so by Coun¬ 
cil. 

But at the time of the announce¬ 
ment of his visit. Council had not 
yet declared that the Bill was unac¬ 
ceptable and that they needed to 
resume discussions with Mr. Ellicott. 

It appears unlikely that serious ne¬ 
gotiations ecu Id re-open on March 12 
because Council has declared its need 
for an adviser in constitutional law to 
assist them in future talks. It may 
not be practical for Council to select, 
appoint and brief such an expert in a 
period of only a few weeks. 

Competent advice is not available 
locally. When the appointment of 
an adviser was agreed to at Council 
on February 7, the Administrator ges¬ 


tured toward Administration Legal 
Adviser Bill Hall and said Council 
could use him at no cost. . 

But when Councillor Greg Quintal 
asked if the Administrator was will¬ 
ing to appoint Mr. Hall formally as 
adviser to Council, Mr. O'Leary 
said ”He's too busy. " 

Technically Parliament could en¬ 
act the Norfolk Island Bill just be¬ 
fore Mr. Ellicott's planned visit, 
leaving him with the gunboat job of 
coming to the Island to pacify the 
natives and fly the Australian flag. 

Council regards such a possibility 
as almost unimagineable. Since 
last May Mr. Ellicott has assured the 
Island that the Commonwealth would 


MR. R. K. ALSTON, President of the 
United Nations Association of Austra¬ 
lia, visited Norfolk for a fact-finding 
tour from January 24-29. 

He held informal meetings with the 
Council, the Administrator, the Soc¬ 
iety of Descendants of the Pitcairn 
Settlers and other groups and individ¬ 
uals. 

The News asked Mr. Alston if he 
would state the U.N.A. A. 's exact 
position and role in relation to the 
Island's situation. The following is 
a transcript of the interview with 
him. 


j Q: What is the purpose of the United 
| Nations Association? 

A: In general terms, to support the 
aims and ideals of the U.N., and to 
ensure that governments, in particular 
the Australian Government, adhere to 
their international obligations. 

Q: What is the U. N. A. - who is it? 
j A: It's a fairly broad group of individu 
I als from all political parties who are 
j outside government, and who believe 
j that there is a role to be played by a 
non-government organisation in tak¬ 
ing up a number of the important is¬ 
sues that come before the U. N., and 
discussing their relevance to Australia. 

Q: Who are the members of the Fed¬ 
eral Executive? 

A: I'm the Federal President. The 
immediate past President is Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Underhill, a Judge of the Family 
Court of Australia, from Queensland. 

His predecessor was Maj. -Gen. 

Paul Cullen, A.O., D.F.C. and all 
the rest. 

Q: Are those two still on the Federal 
Executive? 


work out the new Norfolk form of 
government by consultation, collabora 
don and consensus with the Island. 
Bunging the Bill through as it stands, 
or with a few dressed-up modifications 
in the face of Council's unanimous 
dissent - would simply show the world 
that "consensus" was a sham and that 
Australia intended to take possession 
of Norfolk willing or unwilling. 

The probability is that Mr. Elli¬ 
cott's trip can best be used to block 
out the program for continuing dis¬ 
cussions with Council, formally aban* 
don the July 1979 target date for start¬ 
ing up a Legislative Assembly, and 
reassure residents that Australia's in¬ 
tentions are honourable. 


A; Mr. Justice Underhill is, but not 
Paul Cullen. Cullen is a very well- 
known public figure, because he was 
chairman of Austcare, chairman of 
the Australian Council for Overseas 
Aid, the Jewish Welfare Society, 
the Australian Society for the Blind, 
the C. M. F.. * and so on. 

There are four Vice-Presidents. • 
Mrs. Storey, Victoria; Mike Rolfe, 
A.C.T.; Shan Hoskyns, South Aust¬ 
ralia; and Merv Knight, Western . 
Australia. Secretary is Geoff Hogan, 
N.S.W.; Treasurer, the Rev. W. 
Arkell, N. S. W.; the Disarmament 
and Human Rights Officer is Dr. 

Keith Suter, N. S. W. That last is 
a non-elected position, as is John 
Bulbecks - he is Federal Media Of¬ 
ficer, appointed for the current year 
in the knowledge that he would be in 
the United States for much of the 
year. 

Q: What is the United Nations Asso* 
ciation's position on Norfolk at the 
moment? 

A: The Association continues to take 
the view that Norfolk Island is geo¬ 
graphically, ethnically and culturally 
distinct from mainland Australia, 
and therefore comes within the pro¬ 
visions of Article 73 of the Charter 
of the U. N., which provides that 
such groups of peoples should be re¬ 
garded as non-self-governing trust 
territories, which have the right to 
determine their own future. 

The Association considers, there¬ 
fore, that die people of Norfolk Island 
are entitled to make their own decision 
as to their future form of government • 
and is not satisfied that the present 
Bill provides a form of government 
that is acceptable to the majority of 
the residents - of the voters - of the 
people. 


"THE PEOPLE OF NORFOLK ARE ENTITLED TO MAKE THEIR OWN DECISION" 

U.N.A.A. STATEMENT 













Hands Of {f 0 m Zone, 
Council Tells AusL 

COUNCIL TOOK A firm stand in 
February on Norfolk’s entitlement 
to the benefits from the surround¬ 
ing ocean. 

At the January meeting Council¬ 
lors expressed their concern that the 
200-mile zone around Norfolk 
should not be lumped in with "'Aust¬ 
ralian" waters and managed for 
Australia’s financial benefit. But 
they passed no resolution on the 
subject, and left it to the Adminis¬ 
trator to pass their views on to the . 
Minister. 

Mr. O’Leary reported that he had 
done so, and had asked for a clari¬ 
fication of the Commonwealth’s 
policies. 

In February Council made it . 
clear where they stood by passing 
a resolution - 

"That in respect of the 200- 
nautical-mile fishing zone to be 
created by the Fisheries Amend¬ 
ment Act 1978, Council seeks the 
Minister’s assurance, firstly that 
the benefit of the zone is acknow¬ 
ledged to be for the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island; and secondly that no 
agreement respecting fishing rights 
in the zone will be entered into 
without prior consultation with, 
and approval of, the Island through 
this Council. " 


Letter Criticised 

A "PAY-UP" LETTER sent by the Ad¬ 
ministrator to land owners who live 
overseas and have not paid their an¬ 
nual fees was sharply criticised at 
February Council, 

The letter read in part “The Ordin¬ 
ance also provides fpr me to recover 
the amount of the levy and interest 
by law, and in certain circumstances 
I may apply to the Supreme Court for 
an order to sell the.land to which the 
levy applies. Naturally I am reluct¬ 
ant to take such steps, and I would 
therefore hope that you would send 
along the amount outstanding by 
31st January 1979." 

Councillor Bennett pointed out 
that the Ordinance allows such a pro¬ 
cedure only after payments have 
been in arrears for five years - and 
the Ordinance has only existed for 
three years. He said that from the 
viewpoint of people receiving the 
letter, it looked like intimidation. 

"I believe such threatening is un¬ 
called for, and it has upset & num¬ 
ber of people, and I’d like my com¬ 
ments noted/ 


“WE WANT OUR SEAT AT THE 
SOUTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE” 


AFTER SEVERAL YEARS of inquir¬ 
ies and unsatisfactory answers about 
Norfoik’s right to take part in the 
annual South Pacific Conference, 
Council has finally made a direct 
request to the'Commonwealth to let 
two members of Council attend this 
year. 

The February Council meeting re¬ 
solved that "the Australian Govern¬ 
ment’s policy of denying, Norfolk 
Island access to the Island’s seat at 
the South Pacific Commission is in 
breach of the Island’s clear rights, 
and a denial of its political identi¬ 
ty as a member of the Pacific com¬ 
munity. This Council asks the 
Australian Government forthwith to 
arrange the attendance c?f represent¬ 
atives of the Island, nominated by 
this Council, at the next meeting 
of the South Pacific Commission." 

Councillor McIntyre made the 
motion, which received unanimous 
support. 

Councillor Bennett said "This 
right has been denied the people of 
Norfolk Island because the Austral¬ 
ian Government has never advised 
or made known this right. Norfolk 
Island is entitled to send represent¬ 
atives to the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence. This entitlement is categori¬ 


cal and unequivocal. 

"But we have never been so ad¬ 
vised by Australia. Why? The an¬ 
swer is obvious. The Australian 
Government has not had any inten¬ 
tion of inviting Norfolk Island to 
participate... the subject has been 
raised by Council on a number of 
occasions, and we have been fobb¬ 
ed off each time. 

"They have continued a policy 
of depriving Norfolk Island of repre¬ 
sentation. " 

Councillor Bennett recited the 
history of Norfolk's having been 
entitled to participate ever since 
1947. 

"I regret the hint of antagonism 
that surrounds the motion," he said, 
"but, for goodness sake, we have 
tried hard to get through, all to no 
avail." . 

The Administrator said that the 
question was being considered "at 
the highest level" and that the 
Minister had sent a paper on it to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

"I have been concerned about 
somewhat of a dilemma that has 
existed between Norfolk Island 
and the South Pacific Commission," 
he said, and hoped there would be 
clarification quite soon. 


THERE HAS BEEN A CONFERENCE SEAT RESERVED FOR 
NORFOLK FOR THE PAST 28 YEARS, OFFICIAL PUBLICATION SAYS 


FOR 28 YEARS Australian Govern¬ 
ment policy has systematically been 
blocking Norfolk Island from estab¬ 
lishing relationships with the other 
islands of the South Pacific. 

This fact was revealed on Norfolk 
last month with* the publication of 
"Regional Co-operation in the South 
Pacific", a booklet distributed by : 
the South Pacific Coimiission to 
describe its history, aims and acti- ;. 
vities. 

Three previous editions of the. r 
booklet have been published, but 
the latest one includes for the first: 
time a table listing "Countries and 
territories entitled to send represent¬ 
atives to the South Pacific Confer-' -■ 
ence*. 

Norfolk fc included as one of the 
25 countries and territories which 
have "the right to send to the Con¬ 
ference a Representative and Alter¬ 
nate, each of whom has the right to 
speak”. 

Over the years members of Coun¬ 


cil have asked about the possibility 
of Norfolk’s taking part in the Con¬ 
ference, but Australia has blocked 
any participation by the Island, ever 
since the first Conference in 1950. 

As a result Norfolk has been shut 
off from its Pacific neighbours, and 
from making its views and needs 
known. 

The new publication highlights 
what the Australian policy has de¬ 
nied Norfolk: 

• "economic and social welfare 
and advancement” - the objective 
of the South Pacific Commission, 
for Pacific peoples. 

• A free voice. The Commission 
exists for various stated purposes, 
the first of which is "to provide a 
common forum within which the 
Island people and their Governments 
dan express themselves on issues, 
problems, needs and ideas common 
to the region, with a view to main¬ 
taining the opportunity for all Islands 
to be heard. Viewed, considered and 
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assisted on equal terms to one another. " 

• Participation in the region. A 
stated objective of the Commission 
is "to be a vehicle for the develop¬ 
ment and implementation of the con¬ 
cept of regionalism'*. 

• Cultural and economic exchange. 
The Commission is supposed to “fos¬ 
ter and develop means to facilitate 
the flow of indigenous products, tech¬ 
nical know-how and people among 
the islands”. 

A glaring example of the Austral¬ 
ian policy occurred some years ago 
when the dentist employed by the 
Norfolk Administration wanted to at¬ 
tend a South Pacific Commission 
conference on children’s dental care 
in the islands. He wanted to pre¬ 
sent a paper on the subject, and to 
learn from others who would be at¬ 
tending. He was forbidden to attend, 
it is fair to assume that as a result of 
Australia's policy, at least some 
children, on Norfolk and elsewhere, 
now have dental problems that could 
tiave been prevented. 


TOTALLY UNOFFICIAL SO FAR, 

BUT IT’S A BEAUTY - 

New Draft Const’n 

A STRIKING NEW PROPOSAL for a 
Norfolk Island Constitution is cur¬ 
rently being studied by the elected 
members of Council. 

The proposal was drafted last year. 
It was never tabled in Council be¬ 
cause Council became fully occupied 
with discussions on drafts of die Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill. 

As it grew obvious in late January 
that the Bill was not an acceptable 
plan for the future government of 
the Island, the proposal was brought 
to light and circulated among Coun¬ 
cillors for their consideration. 

A few copies have got into public 
circulation and are being discussed 
with high interest. 

The first Norfolk draft for an Island 
constitution was prepared early last 
year, was published, and was wide¬ 
ly debated. One of the main react¬ 
ions from residents was that the lan¬ 
guage was too legalistic. 

The new proposal seems to give die 
sland and the Commonwealth all the 
Dower either one needs. All laws 
vould be made locally - but any of 
hem could be vetoed by Australia. 

Features of the second-draft pro- 
>osal include - 

• It was prepared taking into ac¬ 
count widespread comments on the 
irst draft. These included detailed 
analytical papers on the first draft, 
>repared by constitutional and ad¬ 


ministrative experts in Australia, New 
Zealand and in the Cook Islands. 

• The language has been complete¬ 
ly simplified. 

• The concepts of government have 
! been simplified as well. 

•A locally-elected body, called 
j “The House" in keeping with the old 
j name of the law-making body that 
| existed on the island when Norfolk 
I had self-government in the last cen¬ 
tury, would make all Norfolk's inter¬ 
nal laws. There would be no procedure 
for Australia to make internal Norfolk 
laws. 

• A full-time Australian authority on 
the island - to be called “Commission¬ 
er" instead of "Administrator" - would 
have the power to ask for amendments 
to any proposed laws, and to veto any 
law, if Australia thought it was a bad 
law. 

• If Australia's veto power was used 
wisely, and most residents felt it was 
an aid to good government on the 
island, the veto power would continue 
indefinitely. But if residents felt Aust¬ 
ralia was using the veto power for its 
own benefit, and to the island's dis¬ 
advantage, voters would have a chance 
once each five years to vote at refer¬ 
endum - and if 60% of electors wanted 
the veto power cancelled, it would 
cease. 

• Certain Australian laws would 
apply on Norfolk, by agreement of 
The House and the Commonwealth. 

If The House wanted to cancel any 
particular Australian law, so far as 
Norfolk was concerned, it could do 
so on 12 months notice, even with¬ 
out Australia's agreement. 

• Australia would have full author¬ 
ity over foreign affairs and defence. 

• All electors would have the right 
to attend meetings of The House, and 
to speak up if they wanted to add 
something to the debate. 

• Referendums on almost any sub¬ 
ject affecting the island's peace, 
order and good government could 

be called at any time, by The House 
or by a petition signed by one-third of 
electors. 

• Day-to-day administrative author¬ 
ity on the island would be in die 
hands of an Executive Council, con¬ 
sisting of Australia's Commissioner 
and Deputy Commissioner, and four 
members of The House. The Com¬ 
missioner would be chairman. If all 
four House members were agreed on 
any particular matter, they would have 
the controlling vote. If House mem¬ 
bers were split on some issue, the 
Commissioner and his Deputy, repre¬ 
senting Australia, would hold the bal¬ 
ance of power. 

• The Commissioner would not have 


a vote in The House, but would be 
able to put his views to The House on 
any matters, and so have a direct ef¬ 
fect on public opinion. 


“PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY" GIVES 

BIG BOOST TO N.l. 

A REPORT on Norfolk's history, polit¬ 
ics and economy dominated thq Feb¬ 
ruary issue of Pacific Islands Monthly, 
the prestigious magazine which is 
read throughout the Pacific. 

Occupying the front cover and 19 
pages inside the issue, the report was 
compiled by publisher Stuart Inder, 
who has been keeping tabs on the 
island, with occasional visits, for 
20 years. 

He gives a special accolade to Nor¬ 
folk as a tourist destination. Norfolk 
tourists, he says, "come mainly from 
Australia or New Zealand to enjoy the 
scenic beauties of the island, or to in¬ 
spect the historic buildings, or to 
select from an Aladdin’s trove of 
goods offered at prices considerably 
cheaper than they can get them at 
home. 

"Whatever it is they come for, " 

Mr. Inder writes, “they get good val- * 
ue, and the permanent population is 
sincere in its welcome. " 

The P.I.M. report was compiled in 
December, with last-minute updating 
early in January. At that point, the 
magazine says, Exactly what Norfolk 
Islanders felt about the bill ( the Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill 1978 - ed.) was not 
clear. ♦. controversy was developing 
but no clear picture had emerged." 

As a result, P.I.M. said Norfolk 
was in an Identity crisis" as to whe¬ 
ther die majority wanted the island 
to be "a small chip off Australia, or 
a South Pacific island state." 

The lead-off article of the report 
was headlined "Islanders or Australians?" 
It relates an excellent capsule history 
of Norfolk, and says that Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants have "beneath the surface a 
strong spirit of independence. •. many 
have lived for long periods in Australia 
or New Zealand, but their overseas re¬ 
sidency has merely strengthened their 
resolve to keep the Island 'separate* in 
a shrinking, even-busier world." 

Supplies of the magazine on the 
island were doubled from the usual 
quantity air-freighted here, but the 
lot sold out in a day or two, and re¬ 
tailers were cabling for extra ship¬ 
ments. 

Even before the issue arrived on 
newsstands, island opinion on the Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill had rapidly begun 
crystallising, and it was clear that 
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Letters to the editor 


almost no one on the island liked the 

Bill. 

The P. I.M* report includes lengthy 
excerpts from a Norfolk history still in 
preparation by former Administrator 
R. N. Dalkin. He dwells on the na¬ 
ture of an Administrator’s duties here, 
and says the position has become 
"more and more outdated and ana¬ 
chronistic" . 

An Administrator is forced into 
impossible situations and conflicts. 

Air Cdre. Dalkin says. 

He cites a Royal Commission re¬ 
port in 1926, which recommended 
that "in the interests of the Common¬ 
wealth and Norfolk Island, the pres¬ 
ent Administrator be recalled with¬ 
out delay... in future selections, * 
due consideration to the psychology 
of the Norfolk Islanders should be 
given; the temperament of a pros¬ 
pective Administrator, if not com¬ 
patible with, should be capable of 
ready adaptability to the social con¬ 
ditions of the Island." 

Air Cdre. Dalkin notes that this 
advice was "by no means always ad¬ 
hered to in subsequent years." 

The underlying problem is neatly 
summed up in P.I. M’s caption for its 
front-cover photo of the Administra¬ 
tion building - "Norfolk Island - a 
society with a unique niche In British 
history; and a people who, like people 
anywhere, aspire to self-government. " 


Sir, 

As visitors to Norfolk in late De¬ 
cember and early January of this year, 
my husband and I fell in love with 
your Island and its people. Asa 
school teacher, I knew certain facts 
about Norfolk, but not the important 
ones. 

There hasn’t been anything in our 
Australian daily papers regarding our 
Federal Government’s "plans" for Nor¬ 
folk and we were quite ashamed to 
call ourselves Australians after read¬ 
ing the "News". 

On my return I contacted Senator 
Don Chipp and gave him the details. 
Don was, for 16 years, a member of 
the Australian Liberal Party and in the 
House of Representatives in our Feder¬ 
al Parliament, but when the present 
Prime Minister came to power Don 
resigned because of the party’s gen- 


Sir, 

Thought you would like this cut 
ting from our paper here. 

Could you send one of your papers 
across and cost per year? 

A. REEVES, 

Alice Springs. 

(The article enclosed by Mr. Reeves 
appears below.) 


eral lack of concern for its voters. 

His intentions were to quit politics 
altogether, but a group of people 
convinced him that a third political 
party was needed and he is now Lead¬ 
er of the Australian Democrats and 
Member of the Senate for Victoria. 
Don, in a reply which I received to¬ 
day said he will do all he can. The 
people of Norfolk must do their bit 
too. 

You may wonder why a mere tour¬ 
ist is so irrate, but the Island made a 
profound impression on us. We've 
never come across such a wonderful 
human community before. 

I thought I’d let you know what 
little I have been able to do, and 
maybe you could get other visitors 
on side, because I’m sure the only 
Australians who know what is afoot 
are those who have been to Norfolk. 

I was interested to hear that our 
Government wants 126, 000 square 
miles of water rights - are there min¬ 
erals there I wonder, because these 
are the "thing" with out present Gov¬ 
ernment. It has been minerals that 
have kept the Australian economy 
afloat for some years. 

Best of luck. 

(Mrs.) Laura Harris, 
New South Wales. 


Help from the Cooks? 

Sir, 

For some time I’ve been very in¬ 
terested in the Cook Islands, and 
spent a week there in January last 
year. It seemed to me then that 
Rarotonga, at least, was at a cross¬ 
roads - the big new airport and 
tourist hotel, obviously a trend 
which someone thought desirable! 
The island-style buildings are a 
thing of the past. Imported canned 
and frozen food are changing the 
habits and diets of the people: veri¬ 
tably a culture fighting for life. 

And then Sir Albert. I spent a 
few hours wishing him "out", as 
what I had read about Tom Davis 
suggested he was quite a different 
kettle of fish. And it’s interesting 
that he is doing some good things. 

He, (Dr. Davis) has made great 
strides in encouraging more efficient, 
and more agriculture, and is cur¬ 
rently negotiating inter-island trade 
for many of the things which have 
traditionally been imported from 
N. Z., which not only helps his 
trade balance with N. Z. but en- 


Alice could learn 
from Norfolk 


Sir, — The following is 
a story which may assist 
the local Tourist industry 
by showing it how other 
people do things. 

In the middle of the 
fuel strike, we lent by 
Bast-West Airlines for 
Norfolk Island. „ 

We Stopped aft Farkes 
to refuel, but otherwise 
had an uneventful trip. 

On arrival, we wane 
met, a welcoming speech 
was made, and the locals 
made sure everyone bad 
transport. 

We arrived at our hotel, 
others moved into apart¬ 
ments, via Kennedy’s 
transport and were im¬ 
mediately made aware of 
the local political situat¬ 
ion:— 

We bad entered a tax- 
free, social service-free, 
union-free colony, which 
is seeking a similar status 
to that recently gained In 
the NT — internal self- 
government — but so far 
denied. 

The first day was taken 


up with a tour of the is¬ 
land. Marie’s Tours have 
drivers descended from 
the original Bounty mut¬ 
ineers — and thus a good 
appreciation of the his- 
tory, the geography, and 
the local scene was Im¬ 
mediately available. 

From the second day, 
we hired a mini-moke — 
the hills of this volcanic 
Isle are too steep for bi¬ 
cycles or walking — and 
spent the day on the 
beach 

The bathing in Emily 
Bay is absolutely safe for 
small children, and on the 
island there are no “bdt- 
ies." 

The. evenings were 
spent going to Island din¬ 
ners. The Bounty Inn is 
formal, at Brauka House 
we were regaled with a 
history lesson between 
courses, the Command¬ 
ant's Dinner had com¬ 
munity singing with is¬ 
land words, and Christ¬ 
mas was spent listening 
to country and western 


singing at our own hotel. 

There is a local artist, 
va potter, and of course 
duty-free shops, where 
my wife believed it was 
her duty to spend a rea¬ 
sonable percentage of our 
hard-gotten gains — on a 
pink elephant, Irish whis¬ 
key, some French clothes 
and perfumes, Ehglis 
shoes for me, and stamps 
for distant friends. 

Boxing Day was Beach 
Picnic Day. $1.50 for saus¬ 
ages, chips and coleslaw 
was the only expense — 
except for drinks, and the 
kids scavenged for sweets 
in the sand, had foot 
races, watche the yachts, 
the barge races and the 
swimming races. 

All in aT, a good time 
was hod by all. Not too 
much commercialism very 
friendly, very relaxing. 

You'd never believe 
they had full employment 
without any strikes, no 
super-annuation, no serv¬ 
ants, no proper harbour 
and a closed immigration 
policy. 

Alice oould perhaps 
emulate the family ac¬ 
commodation bit, the 
varied dinners, the friend¬ 
liness and the unofcwtrus- 
ive commercialism. 

Derrick J. French, 

Alice Springs. 
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sures a more suitable sort of im¬ 
port, at less cost* 

The other .thing he is doing is 
committing the Cooks to the ANZUS 
treaty and Relieving** N. Z. of the 
task of defending them. 

Dr. Davis certainly seems to car¬ 
ry some "mana". Perhaps he could 
be an ally for the Norfolk cause. 

JEAN HAMPTON 
AUCKLAND. 


Cause of unhappiness 

Sir, 

I hope that through your paper I 
may be able to explain to the many 
visitors who have come and gone 
from our Island wondering (as they 
put it) why there could be so much 
hate and unhappiness when we have 
so much to be grateful for on this 
beautiful Island. 

I used to shrug and remind them 
that the serpent got into the Garden 
of Eden, so maybe he got into our 
Paradise. 

As time went by, 1 realised that 
visitors could and were really feel¬ 
ing this thing that really exists here. 
As tourism is most vital to us, and 
I always class it as 'The Hen that 
Layed the Golden Egg', I will try 
and explain that this thing that real¬ 
ly exists is not "hate". It is a feel¬ 
ing of frustration, disappointment 
and anger. 

The cause of all this unpleasant¬ 
ness stems wholly from the dictator¬ 
ship form of government that now 
exists on our Island. 

One man tells us this is law; we 
abide by it, only to be told by the 
next that it was only a '’Gentle¬ 
man's Agreement". 

One man stops all building - 
no more accommodation, no mote 
shops, no more restaurants. The 
next man allows shops and a restau¬ 
rant to be built, because he feels 
that he doesn't only have to look 


after us of Pitcairn lineage but he 
has to look after thosewho come 
here to invest money - regardless 
of the fact that tourist figures are 
falling and regardless that some 
of the privileged people have 
dabbled into everything that's go¬ 
ing on Norfolk Island. Privileges, 
it seems to me, are even being 
given to non-residents, even though 
we have amongst us quite capable 
and qualified people to suit the 
jobs. The last, if not the least, 
as I am led to believe, is the man 
who was offered the job running 
our Tourist Bureau and who, I be¬ 
lieve, was only appointed on Thurs¬ 
day night and yet even the birds 
flying around in my trees knew 
at least a week ago. 

1 sincerely hope that visitors 
realise what is causing this rift. 
Please believe me when I say 
'You are welcome and please 
come back again'. 

ELVA 


...AND A LETTER 
FROM THE EDITOR 

Hon. R.J. Ellicott, Q.C., M.P. 
Minister for Home Affairs 
CANBERRA 

Sir, 

On February 3rd the weekly "Nor¬ 
folk Islander" carried an anonymous 
letter which urged readers to value 
their heritage, stand up for their 
rights, and resist the passage of the 
Norfolk Island Bill. 

Several days later the Administra¬ 
tor of the Island called in the editor, 
Tom Lloyd, and notified him that 
certain parts of the letter were - in 
die opinion of the Legal Adviser - 
seditious. The Government's next 
step was not clear to Mr. Lloyd, but 
he understood he was under scrutiny 


and that he might be charged and 
brought to trial. 

Sedition is one of the few high 
crimes against government. My und- 
sers tan ding is that it means exciting 
disloyalty against die Queen and die 
constitutional government, and in¬ 
citing people to illegal actions, as 
a means of overthrowing the govern¬ 
ment. When an allegation of sedit¬ 
ion is made by an appointee of the 
Governor-General, in the formal 
setting of a territory's highest exec¬ 
utive office, an editor is in grave 
trouble. 

The letter in question argues that 
Norfolk should be governed by itself 
in association with Australia - a con¬ 
dition which entails a stable monar¬ 
chy and Commonwealth. Neither the 
letter nor Mr. Lloyd is seditious by 
any stretch of imagination. 

There is a comic side to all this - 
the mental picture of His Honour 
sensing in the pages of a weekly pa¬ 
per a threat to the very foundations 
of the Commonwealth, and leaping 
fearlessly to their defense. 

But something quite uncomic, and 
quite serious, is involved. 

I think it is unlikely that the Ad-, 
ministrator was motivated by a de¬ 
sire to defend constitutional govern¬ 
ment. I think his purpose was intim¬ 
idation of the press - an effort to 
frighten an editor, and make him 
then play down anything critical of 
the Norfolk Island Bill or of the Gov¬ 
ernment's intentions to annex Nor¬ 
folk. This tactic is commonplace in 
despotic countries. As a matter of 
fact it works. And this is a politically 
crucial time on Norfolk. 

If official intimidation of the press 
appears within the Australian Govern¬ 
ment, I think it ought to be noted 
and checked. 

Believing that such a thing has oc¬ 
curred here, 1 am asking die Austra¬ 
lian Journalists 9 Association to inqui¬ 
re, and hope you will inquire also. 

ED HOWARD 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 







U 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM T 

RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE I 

HITS "SPEED TRAP” - outdoor action... "tAXl DRIVER* drama ... "MT FAIR LADiX* | 

' ... "THE DIRTY DOZEN" drama... "JOHNNY'S GOT HIS GUN" drama.. P 

SCHEDULED "ANGER IN HIS EYES" drama ... "CHEAP DETECTIVE" drama I 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 
norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and cold dishes. 

Every nigh t there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dancing to "Sneaky** ; TUESDAY games 
night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good jackpots; THURSDAY 
the South Pacific's Island Dinner and dancing to the 
music of ’'Sneaky" ; FRIDAY easy listening music; SAT¬ 
URDAY dinner and a film; SUNDAY dinner and easy listen¬ 
ing music. Table d’hote dinners are served every night 
except Monday and Thursday, when smorgasbord is on. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise - colour ed uniforms. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4. 3Q 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIEIMS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetberington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 











THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 


PUBLIC MEETING CABLES REJECTION OF THE BILL, SUPPORT FOR SOCIETY 


OPPOSITION TO the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 was virtually unanimous, 
and sometimes angry, at a public 
meeting held at Raw son Hall on Jan¬ 
uary 16th. 

The meeting had been called by 
the Society of Descendants of the Pit¬ 
cairn Settlers, which had already ta¬ 
ken a formal position of opposition 
to the Bill. 

In posters and newspaper advertise¬ 
ments announcing the meeting, the 
Society said "Perhaps you believe 
the Society in opposing the Bill is 
barking up the wrong tree. If so, 
we’d like to hear about it. " 

An estimated 260 people attend¬ 
ed the meeting, including over 
one-fourth of the Island’s 800-odd 
electors. 

Following a wide range of com¬ 
ments about the Bill, the meeting 
voted overwhelmingly to reject the 
Bill and to support the Pitcairn So¬ 
ciety’s strong resolution on January 
8 th. There were no dissenting votes, 
and no one at the meeting voiced 
any support for the Bill - an extra¬ 
ordinary response, at a Norfolk pub¬ 
lic meeting. 

Five of the six elected Councillors 
on the Island at the time attended 
the meeting., As the public feeling 
became clearer and clearer from in¬ 
dividual comments, interjections and 
applause, four of the Councillors 
made strong statements in support of 
the right of self-determination for 
the Island. 

President of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher said that Council’s aim was 
to create self-government, with self- 
determination for the people. He 
said Council had not yet stated its 
position on the Bill, because Council¬ 
lors had not yet heard enough from 
the people. 

He said that the Bill as tabled in 
Parliament did not include some ele¬ 
ments that Council had asked for in 
its private negotiating sessions with 
the Minister. 

Councillor Blucher also said that 
he wondered what other electors, 
not present at the meeting, thought 
about the Bill - but later told the 
crowd that he thought the meeting 
was a good indicator of what the ma¬ 
jority wanted, and that the resolutions 
passed would be taken seriously. 

Councillor Lisle Snell had been the 
first of the Councillors to declare his 
position to the meeting. He said he 
would pledge and promise to vote in 
accordance with the majority view of 


the community. He added that he 
had been receiving comments from 
many sources, and that so far he had 
ten foolscap pages covered with ob¬ 
jections people had to the Bill, and 
only two pages of comments in fa¬ 
vour of the Bill, which had come 
from the Australian Government, 

Councillor Geoff Bennett said he 
had never before seen resolutions 
passed unanimously at a public 
meeting on the Island, and said "my 
mind is made up". 

Councillor Greg Quintal indicated 
his position early in the meeting, 
when one speaker asked "What does 
the Government want to do or take 
from Norfolk Island?" Councillor 
Quintal called out "The whole ruddy 
lot!" and there was a round of laugh¬ 
ter and applause. 

Later in the meeting Councillor 
Quintal said "I will not accept the 
Bill unless we have the right of self- 
determination, . .with self-determina¬ 
tion we can decide our own future 
and I would support the majority of 
the people... the Australian Govern¬ 
ment is only a minor, little, small 
pebble so far as I’m concerned - 
and they do not regard us as that 
much to them. M 

Selections from public comments 
at the meeting: 

Bill Underwood said the Island 
had possibly the best Council for 
many years, he said that they all 
were men of high integrity and com¬ 
mon sense, and were devoted to the 
welfare of all on Norfolk - and that 
he could not understand how they 
could have let themselves be "bam¬ 
boozled" into holding all their dis¬ 
cussions with Mr. Ellicott in secret. 

Ken Nobbs said that there were 
extensive exclusions of Norfolk 
rights in the Bill, including health, 
land use and social welfare. It had 
been Council policy for years to 
care for these matters, but that sud¬ 
denly it seemed Canberra consider¬ 
ed Council no longer responsible. 

He said that the exclusion of any 
mention of Pitcairner rights in the 
Bill smacked of the idea that the 
Pitcairners no longer existed. This 
was supposedly because of Austra¬ 
lia’s Racial Discrimination Act, he 
said - but that was "hogwash". 

"It’s because they don’t want Nor¬ 
folk Island to be distinct," he said. 

Norfolk had been given to the 
Pitcairn people in 1856 by Queen 
Victoria, he pointed out, and ad¬ 
ministered on that basis for 120 


years. * He said Norfolk is "ethni¬ 
cally and culturally different from 
Australia - and thank the Lord for 
that!" The meeting interrupted 
him with loud applause. 

Richard Bataille. a former Presi¬ 
dent of Committees, said the Bill, 
would set up a much more costly 
form of government. He said that 
on the mainland any proposed con¬ 
stitutional change had to be put to 
the voters, and could not be passed 
by elected representatives. He 
thought Council should do its best 
to demand a referendum. 

Those who were in favour of the 
Bill - "die Commonwealth", he add¬ 
ed - should recognise that it was up 
to them to give publicity to good as¬ 
pects that might exist in the Bill, 
and try to persuade the people to 
accept it. 

Later in the meeting he proposed 
a resolution that Council should ask 
again for a referendum, before the 
Bill was debated further in Parlia¬ 
ment. Some speakers felt such a 
request would fail, and simply lose 
valuable time, and the motion fail¬ 
ed to get adequate support from the 
meeting. 

Margaret Underwood said that the 
Bill was dangerous to Norfolk, and 
very little time remained before 
Parliament might pass it without 
the Island’s consent, "Councillors 
should get going, " she said, adding 
that in her view "the Councillors 
have sold us down the river. " 

Peter Middleton proposed the first 
resolution of the evening, which ap¬ 
pears below. He described the Execu¬ 
tive Council government, as set up 
in the Bill, as "a star-chamber gov¬ 
ernment”, and said the Bill was 
"a travesty" of genuine self-govern¬ 
ment. 

George Plant supported Peter Mid¬ 
dleton’s resolution, and said die Isl¬ 
and could do nothing until the Bill 
was halted to allow more public dis¬ 
cussion. He said there should be 
more public meetings, and that the 
whole subject of the Island’s future 
form of government should be brought 
"out in the open". 

Alan Payne proposed the second 
resolution of the evening, expressing 
the community’s full support for the 
stand taken by the Pitcairn Society 
on January 8th. He said he was a 
mainlander who had lived on Norfolk 
fear 13 years, and that his only inter¬ 
est was that justice be done. "In 
democratic countries, people have 
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the right to censure the government," 
he said. "This provides a measure 
of control oyer the bureaucracy. 

We will have no such right under the 
Bill." With few exceptions - mostly 
visitors to the Island, who were not 
entitled to vote - almost every hand 
in the hall went up in support of the 
resolution. 

Elva Yager said she thought it was 
"time to stop mucking around** and 
that the people ought to prevent the 
Bill being passed "even if we have 
to mutiny'*. 

Mera Martin said she thought the 
resolutions passed by the meeting 
should be sent not only to senior 
Australian Government men but al¬ 
so to "the U.N., and others - as 
many as we can". The Australian 
Parliament, she believed, would 
simply sweep the whole Norfolk situ¬ 
ation "under the mat". 

Ray Spreag appealed to the meet¬ 
ing "not to write off the Council you 
elected, " and introduced the one 
item of hot controversy in the meet¬ 
ing by referring to a "minor, racist 
people like the Pitcairners". 

Ken Nobbs interjected "I object 
to that!" He said that Norfolk was 
the homeland of the Pitcairners, 
by right of grant from the Queen. 

"Too many residents want a bob 
each way, ” he said, adding that 
it would be a mark of who really 
cared about Norfolk if people were 
asked to make up their minds where 
they stood, and cut off their resi¬ 
dential status in mainland Australia 
if necessary. 

At the end of the meeting, Ray 
Spreag moved that there be a vote 
of confidence in the Council. From 
the mood of the meeting, it appear¬ 
ed that such a vote would have split 
the group - and a vote of no confi¬ 
dence in Council seemed a definite 
possibility. 

Ken Nobbs called a point of or¬ 
der, which was that the rules adopt¬ 
ed for the meeting prohibited dis¬ 
cussion of anything but the Bill. 
Chairman John Brown accepted the 
point of order, and adroitly suggest¬ 
ed that support for the Council 
might be shown simply by acclama¬ 
tion. 

There was a restrained round of 
applause for Council, and the meet¬ 
ing closed with thanks to the Pit¬ 
cairners* Society for having called 
it. 

The meeting resolved that the full 
text of the resolutions passed should 
be sent by cable to the Minister, to 
the head of the back-bench Parlia¬ 
mentary committee, and to the Unit¬ 
ed Nations Association. 


FULL TEXT OF TELEGRAMS SENT FROM THE PUBLIC MEETING TO MR ELLICOTT, 
THE BACK-BENCH PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE, AND THE U.N. ASSOCIATION 


"At a Public Meeting held in 
the Rawson Hall, Norfolk Island 
last night I was appointed Chair¬ 
man and the following resolutions, 
j among others, were passed. 

| "Firstly, that this Public Meet- 
j ing of Norfolk Islanders rejects the 
; Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in its pres- 
? ent form on the grounds that: 

"(a) It does nothing to guarantee 
j the implementation of their just 
i desire for self government; 

"(b) It continues the status of Nor- 
i folk Island as a non-self governing 
Territory of Australia; 

"(c) It provides for a type of cabi- 
) net government which is not con¬ 
sistent.with open government and 
incompatible with the idea of de¬ 
mocracy; 

i "(d) It continues the form of gov¬ 
ernment of Norfolk Island as advi¬ 
sory only, with real power in the 
hands of the Australian Government, 
its officials and representatives, 

"and it requests that the terms of 
this resolution be conveyed to the 
Minister, the Chairman of the Lib¬ 
eral Country Party Back Bench Com- 
I mittee and the Secretary of the 
i United Nations Association of Aust- 
| ralia. 

"Secondly that this meeting op¬ 
poses the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in 
its present form and it supports the 
resolution adopted by the Society of 
; Descendants of the Pitcairn Settlers 
as of 8th January 1979. 

"Thirdly that the contents of both 
motions be cabled to the Minister 
j and the United Nations representat¬ 
ive in Sydney. 

I "Each of the above motions were 
i passed without dissent. A confirma- 
j tory letter containing more detail 

; will follow. 

"The Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers resolved on Monday 
8th January 1979 that it opposes the j 


Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in its present 
form and asks the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment to amend the Bill so as to in¬ 
corporate the following changes 
which the Society considers to be 
essential: 

”1. That Norfolk Island should be 
recognised and formally reconfirm¬ 
ed as the homeland of the Pitcairn 
race, which it has been since 1856; 
and that Australia should acknowledge 
| that it has no right to deprive persons 
I of Pitcairn descent of full freedom to 
i live in their homeland; and that any 
i restriction of this freedom should be 
; made only by a representative body 
elected solely by the electors of the 
; island. 

"2. That Norfolk Island's existing 
j status as a separate and distinct 
settlement in the British Common¬ 
wealth, which was established by 
the British Government in 1856, 
should be formally recognised and 
reconfirmed; and that Norfolk Island 
should not be dealt with as if it were 
an Australian Possession; and that 
the sea and seabed surrounding Nor¬ 
folk Island should be recognised as 
belonging to Norfolk Island, to the 
same distance and in the same man- 

• ner as is generally thought right for 
inhabited islands elsewhere in the 

j world. 

! ”3. That the people of Norfolk Isl- 
; and should be formally acknowledged 

• to possess the right to give consent, 
or withhold consent, on any constitu- 

1 tion for the island and on any change 
; thereto. 

; "4. That Norfolk should be formally 
: acknowledged to have the sole right 
i to levy taxes and other imposts on 
! the island, and the sole right to de- 
j termine how such moneys raised on 
| the island shall be spent, through a 
; representative body elected solely 
j by the electors of the island. 

Signed John Brown Norfolk Island. " 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V* New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

j HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

- <& . V.vV N ^ 



s# 


w«m 



c* .A 
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Come taste nice free samples 


ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


In New Cascade Rd. not far from the centre of Burnt Pine. 
Two giant Polynesian Moai statues welcome you at our door, 
to bring you and us happiness and good luck. 



ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 
OPENS SIX NIGHTS A WEEK. 

DINNER IS $6.00 AND INCLUDES AN ENTRfE, 
A CHOICE OF STEAKS. PORK CHOPS, VEAL 
OR FRESH LOCAL FISH. AND A CHOICE OF 
ISLAND DESSERTS. 

^FRIDAY NIG'HT IS THE FAMOUS ISLAND 
BAKED DINNER FOR ONLY $8.00. 



ELVA YAGER'S 
Valley View Restaurant 


We can choose and prepare our food best if you will please make a reservation by 4.30. 
Ring 2185 - or just leave a note in our letterbox outside, telling us when to expect you. 






























































PRESENT THE WORLD-EAMOUS 


Wedgwood 

CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 



RQUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



ALL 


RQUDS 


DIAMOND - RUBY - SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



RQUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


RQUDS 







SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, . and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about* here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you’ll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders” - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share In common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries, 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk’s public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia’s system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit! does not extend to Nor^ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of die cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia’s 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island’s history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world’s few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen’s name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 





building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for die other Kingston build- 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island’s form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port 4 ? resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
have democratic self-government 
from the time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire.,, It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia’s two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island’s current Administrator, 
who is hopefully the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O’Leary, he formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia’s "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint, he is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home,, Government house. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet. 

5: THE FUTURE 

In view of the Whitlam govern¬ 
ment's decision that Norfolk’s form 
of administration was "outmoded 
and inappropriate" the Common¬ 
wealth arranged for a Royal Com¬ 
mission to be set up in 1975. Its 
purpose was to advise on Norfolk's 
constitutional relationship to Aust¬ 
ralia, and what the Island’s future 
form of government might be. 

Most Norfolk witnesses said they 
thought the Island was faring rea¬ 
sonably well, and wanted only 
democratic government. The Nim- 
mo Report - the Report of the Roy¬ 
al Commission - was disdainful of 
the Island and said it should be 
tacked onto the Canberra elector¬ 
ate and made part of the Austral¬ 
ian governmental system. No 
referendum should be allowed on 
this, said the Report - the people 
of Norfolk were too confused to 


appreciate the issues involved. 

The Island reacted with aston¬ 
ishment and anger. The Norfolk 
Council presented a detailed and 
closely-reasoned reply to Judge 
Nimmo’s 74 recommendations. 

The Commonwealth ignored the 
Island’s views, and ridiculed 
"solemn declarations" signed by 
about two-thirds of the electors 
saying that they wanted Norfolk 
to have its own laws, benefits and 
taxes rather than being integrated 
into the Commonwealth. 

Council’s appeal to the U.N, made 
it clear that Norfolk simply would not 
wear theNimmo recommendations. 

In Dec., 1977, a new Minister - 
R.J. Ellicott, Minister for Home 
Affairs - took responsibility for 
the Island. So far as Norfolk 
was concerned he was welcomed 
as a saviour, because in 1975, as 
a private Queen’s Counsel, he 
had collaborated in a carefully- 
researched legal opinion which 
said that Norfolk was separate and 
distinct from Australia, and that 
Australia had an obligation to ad¬ 
minister Norfolk solely for the bene¬ 
fit of the territory, and its inhabi- , 
tants. 

As Minister in charge, Mr. Elli¬ 
cott suddenly announced a radical¬ 
ly different view. 'This is Austral¬ 
ia, " he told people on Norfolk. 

"You are Australians. ’’ 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 - 
the Commonwealth’s alternative 
to the Nimmo Report - was tabled 
in die Australian Parliament in No¬ 
vember, 1978. The Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil had had several meetings with 
Mr. Ellicott about its form, but 
once the Bill was made public the 
people of Norfolk saw that it would 
let them govern little more than 
"roads, drains and noxious weeds", 
and objected to it. 

On February 7 th, 1979, the Council 
voted 8-0 that the Bill was not accept¬ 
able because it did not grant a large 
enough measure of self-government, 
and invited more talks with Mr. Ellicott. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to the relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 




CAMERALINES 



Don’t make 
the mistake 

of taking the , . 

OM-1 and OM-2 lightly 




It's true, of course, 
that Olympus SLRs 
are some 36% 
smaller and lighter, 
than average 36mm 
single lens reflex cameras. 

But that's only part of the 
story. 

Because we not only designed 
them to be more compact —- we 
designed them to be better. 

That meant backing them with a 
comprehensive system specially geared 
to the professional: some 30-odd 
compact lenses of incredible quality, 
from fisheye to 

macro to 
ultra-tele; 
motor 
drive so 
that the com¬ 
bi nation of 
camera/motor 
weighs no more 
than the average 
camera alone 
(and it can deliver up to 
5 frames per second with 
normal mirror return). 

Also, there are 12 Interchangeable focusing 
loreens; close-up, micro- and astro-adapters; 
Recordata Back; auto-winder, and other ac¬ 
cessories In profusion. 


light 


Still sceptical? 
Here are some con¬ 
vincing details. 

THE OM-1: Still one 
of the lightest and most 
compact true system 35mm 
single lens reflexes, 
with drastically 
reduced noise and 
shock thanks to a 
unique air damper 
shock absorbing 
system and ball 
bearing trains. It also 
features a viewfinder 
that's 30% bigger and 
about 70% brighter than 
the average, a silk-smooth 
film transport that requires 
almost no effort and a 
precise match-needle 
through-the-lens exposure control. 
THE OM-2: With every advanced feature 
of the OM-1 (and only 10 gms heavier), 
it includes the world's most advanced auto¬ 
matic exposure system. Incredibly rapid 
silicon cells LOOK BACK at a random 
pattern on the shutter curtain to measure 
the light ON THE FILM PLANE. At slower 
speeds, it will actually reed the FILM 
EMULSION ITSELFI This means the OM-2 
wW actually change shutter speed should 
the light change during slower exposures — 


even down to 
a full 60 seconds. 

And it will operate 
AUTOMATICALLY 

up to 5 frames per second on motor drive, 
as well as control the Olympus auto-flash 
THROUGH THE LENS for unheard of flash 
accuracy. Or\ Manual, it operates just like the 
OM-1. 

All of which might well make the OM-1 and 
OM-2 the most heavy-weight lightw eigh ts 
you'd ever clap your eyes on. And the moat 
welcome photographic equipment paradox 
ever. 


12 MONTHS GUARANTEE 



OLYMPUS 
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"'Norfolk Island 

SUN MON TUE wed 

- -— NOTABLE DATES IN 'THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE -_. 


February 27th, 1866; Governor Denison’s full 
plan for re-settling the Pitcairners on Norfolk 
was sent off to the British Government. They 
were to have all the land on Norfolk, and to 
continue governing themselves, the Govern¬ 
ment gave full approval to ihe plan. 


March 5, 1829: John Adams, the last of the 
4 Bounty” mutineers, died on Pitcairn. 

March 7, 1831; All the Pitcairners were re¬ 
moved from their island and re-settled in Ta¬ 
hiti. The move was a disaster, and they soon 
found their way back to Pitcairn. 
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■Church services 
■Museum open (Ml -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

19 

■housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Flint (MRT8.00) 

20 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

G'dant’s Din (G) 

21 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik). 

■Film (MRT 8pm) 

25 

■Chdrch services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

26 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

27 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm' 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’ dam’s Din (G) 

28 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

4 

■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

5 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

6 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C’dant’s Din (G) 

7 

■Museum open (Ml -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 

■Norfolk Island 

Council meets 
(A-2pm) 

ii 

■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

12 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

13 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

14 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 
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a great name in photography 








CALENDAR 


THUR 

1 5 February 

■Housie (LC) 

■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this monthe The figure in 
the centre shows what per-* 
tentage of the time there 
is no wind, . . 

N 


W 


5-4 


I Housie (LC) 

\ Sm*b’d (SP) 

I Film (RSL8. 00) 

I Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 


1 March 

■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm’fc'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. GO) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.CC) 


8 


IKousie (LC) 
ISm’b’d (SP) 
IFilm (RSL8. 0C) 
IRotary (Nlk6.30) 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 


15 


1 Housie (LC) 

■ SirTb'd (SP) 
IFilm (RSL8. 00) 
IRotary (Nlk6. 30) 
IFilm (MRT8.00) 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


I Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
IFilm (MRT8.00) 


■Housie (R$L8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
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■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■film (MRT8.00) 


I SDA service 
I housie (RSL8. 00) 
lOpen night (Nik) 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 


■ SDA service 
■housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■SDA service 
■housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■SDA service 
■House (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 


LOCATIONS 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BF -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison RestVt 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBO 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners hall 
RH -Rawson hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View RestVt 
TC -Youth Centre 
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Choose the right camera to suit your skills. 4 And the shots you want 




The Minolta Hi-matic G : 
a point and shoot camera. 


This is a camera that does all the work 
for you. It is a light, compact, rangefinder 
type, fitted with an electric eye that meas¬ 
ures the available light through a CdS cell 
and sets the exposure for you. 

Despite its compact size, it delivers full- 
frame 35mm transparencies or negatives. 

It has a simple to use flash system, with 
both hot shoe and cord contact. 

The Rokkor 38mm /2.8 lens gives edge^to 
edge sharpness. Very few cameras of this 
type give such consistent and balanced 
results. It is a great beginner’s camera, since 
under and over exposure warning marks are 
dearly visible in the excellent viewfinder. 

Because you don’t need ancillary lenses 
or other gear, it’s perfect for travelling. 


Above : Minolta pall their XD-7 
the first 4 fail-safe’ camera. 

Until now, advanced electronic cameras 
have offered aperture or shutter priority. 

Never both 

Minolta’s new XD-7 offers less chance of 
error than ever before, along with'easier 
handling and versatility of operation. 

You can use it in any of three ways : 

Set it to automatic shutter priority and 
the circuits will 9et the lens for the aperture 
needed. Control is completely electronic 
for the first time ever. 

Set it to automatic aperture priority, and 
the computer will vary the shutter speed to 
get proper exposure.Either way, you’ll see 
what’s happening in the viewfinder. Though 
you’re reading at full aperture, the camera 
will complete a ‘stopped down’ reading and 
conect your speed or/stop to produce a 
correct exposure as you squeeze the‘go’ 
button. The third way is to set everything 
manually You've got an unbelievably bright 
viewing screen, fast Rokkor lens, multiple 
exposure capability and quiet operation. 

You can add the smallest and lightest 
SLR motor drive ever made, the Minolta 
Auto Winder D. (Shoot every half second.) 
And the Electrofiash 20QX, complete with 
wide angle diffuser. See the XG-2 camera, 
too. Just as compact; not as sophisticated. 


Minolta 


At right : a unique camera. 

The Minolta 110 zoom ; 
still the only one of its kind. 

This is the world’s first single lens 
reflex with the convenience of a pocket 
camera. All you have to do is drop in a 110 
cartridge; focus and shoot. 

The razor sharp Rokkor lens has a built-in 
zoom, so you can choose wide angle or tele¬ 
photo shots of your subject without moving 
from where you stand. It also has extreme 
dose-up (macro) capability. 

When you put the viewfinder to your eye, 
signals tdl you whether the shot you want 
is possible. If not, you simply change setting 
until the camera signals ‘OK’. 

Shutter speeds are from 10 seconds to one 
thousandth of a second, all automatic, but 
you can over-ride them manually if you like. 

It comes with its own soft pouch and a 
handy collapsible lens hood. Fit 
a flash to the hot shoe 
as well. 




Below : the Minolta 470, one of 
the smallest pocket models yet. 

The programmed electronic shutter oper¬ 
ates at speeds from 2 to 1/1000 of a second 
and provides perfect exposures automatical¬ 
ly under an unusually wide range of lighting 
conditions, due in part to the camera’s 
ability to accept high speed ASA 400 film. 

Focusing is provided by a continuous 

slide control and a built-in 
dose-up lens, good 
down to 50 cm. Lens 
is a Rokkor 26mm 
f3.5 (optical glass). 
The Pocketflash 110 
was developed for 
use with the Minolta 470. 


With the Minolta 470, 
you can take the flash with you or 
leave It at home... 


Come to 


CAM ERA UN 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 










PATON PLACE 
may be out of town, but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a ’’must”* 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc* from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.76, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10*12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN : Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 
A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading- 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8#3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ; Burnt Pine offio 
open 9-5 weekdays, &-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Klotors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge .of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.3Qam-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8* 30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
"d 3 ART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 





A LA CARTE 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
? YOUR EVENING 
^ "ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY” WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 




OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. 


TELEPHONE 2 01 9 


























NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT Sufo 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8.00, 12.30, 1. 00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00, 12.00, 1.05 


MONDAY 
9. 16 Clitheroe Kid 
10* 45 Morning serial 
11.00 1978 The Year 
That Was 

12.05 World affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7.05 Children’s story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(jazz programme) 

8.00 Joyce Grenfell 
9. 00 Feature album 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Travels with Aunt 
10.05 Music from shows 
and films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 

hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape & Phone 
1.30* Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family hour 
10. 00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

§.15 Joyce Grenfell 
10.05 Down memory lane 
.10.45 Morning serial 

11.15 Book reviews 
r. 30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N« I. Council meeting 
4. 00 Linda & Hadyn 
7. 00 Pick of the week 
(comedy* drama and 
book reviews) 
THURSDAY 
§. 15 Medical File 
10.05 Mandala 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Requests 


12. 05 World affairs 

1. 30 SDA Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 
4. 30.Ron Glum 

7. 00 (On day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9~15 Dad’s Army 
10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. ofE. Programme 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
4. 00 Janelle 

7. 00 Fine Music all around 

SATURDAY 

10. 00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Aust. & local news 


10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe& Sqri 
12.00 Local news ,, 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. - 1 . 

(Saturday sports) 

7. 05 A1 Reid classics 
8.00 Men of the Sea 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9. 00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from 
Holland 

10.30 Wilfred Thomas show 
Hi 00 Close 

SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
5. 00 Vibes to do it by 
7. 00 Sunday Radio; 

drama* music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


’’Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers* Rights 
to Norfolk Island” is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners.’’The authori¬ 

ties” have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documehts 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 





Hotel 


Cocktail 
Bar and 


nmsm 




r# , v<i<. .<• 



me 


.• 'YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
< ‘FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 




me 


A LOVELY DINING ROOM 
ift* EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 

„* mm 

'soft STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 













































BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 


Norfolk Souvenirs; "If people can find 
our shop -it's hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 


Prentice's : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230 . H 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price.” 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers aftd hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have just two Yash- 
ica FX-1 kits marked down about 30jSr 
from our normal price. Included are 
the FX-1 SLR with 50mm fl. 7 lens 
and case, a wide-angle lens, tele¬ 
photo lens, flash & gadget bag - $399. " 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+aBC+ABC^ABC+aBC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 

A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE I 

U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 
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Copies of "The Charter of May 8th, 1978 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND’S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SEIf-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - SO*. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 









,o^' 






PAPERBACK BOOKS. , 
GREETING CARDS' 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 


















© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 





Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

"•'TfcAHNC fB$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm S 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread*. .eggs. * .teas 
and coffees... a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars. , .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners...candles.. .first aid requirements... olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists* requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 







HISTORIC MEETING OF COUNCIL - NORFOLK’S ONLY ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES EXPLAIN 


WHY THE N. I. BILL IS UNACCEPTABLE 


NORFOLK SHOULD be self-govern¬ 
ing* in free association with Aust¬ 
ralia - that was the unanimous 
position taken at a momentous Nor¬ 
folk Island Council meeting on 
February 7th. 

All eight Councillors strongly 
supported a resolution informing 
the Minister that the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 does not provide a sufficient 
measure of self-government, and ask¬ 
ing that discussions with the Minister 
be continued to work out an accept¬ 
able form of self-government in as¬ 
sociation with Australia. 

In clear, often lengthy state¬ 
ments each Councillor put his in¬ 
dividual views on the Island’s pres¬ 
ent situation, the shortcomings of 
the Government’s Bill, and specific j 
provisions that would be necessary 
to establish an acceptable form of \ 
government for the Island. 

All were in agreement that a 
workable plan of self-government 
would take some time to be perfect¬ 
ed, and several Councillors made 
the point that legislative and execu¬ 
tive powers migfct be transferred 
progressively, over a period of as 
long as five years. 

But they wanted the end result 
agreed on in advance, with a time¬ 
table for the progression. They 
were unwilling to accept the part¬ 
way measures proposed in the Bill, 
with no assured plan for develop¬ 
ment to full self-government. j 

"We would be foolish to accept 
a very small part of self-govern- | 

ment such as the Bill contains, " 
said Councillor Greg Quintal. M We 
should stick where we are, with ! 

the very bad kind of government j 

we have at present, and wait until i 

we finally get real self-government. ” j 

Here are transdttpts of the major i 

sections of the Councillors* state- i 

ments, which established their for- j 

mal position. j 

THE MOTION j 


* that Council respectfully 
informs the Minister that the Norfolk 
Island Bill does not ensure a sufficient 
measure of self-government for die 
people of Norfolk Island, and is not 
acceptable to this Council. 

"This Council therefore seeks the 
continued assistance of the Minister 
in developing Norfolk Island towards 
self-government in association with 
Australia, and asks for further dis¬ 
cussions with the Minister." 


COUNCILLOR DAVID BUFFETT: 

"THE-ISLAND COMMUNITY WISH¬ 
ES TO GAIN SELF-GOVERNMENT - 
NOT INDEPENDENCE, AND NOT 
INTEGRATION INTO AUSTRALIA" 

"The Bill does not provide for full 
democratic self-government in Nor¬ 
folk Island, although, to be fair, the 
complete spectrum of self-govern¬ 
ment was not expected in the first in¬ 
stance. 

"There is, however, no provision 
or statement which defines areas of 
responsibility to be finally achieved. 

"The three tiers of veto worry many 
people," e. g. the authority of the Ad¬ 
ministrator on retained matters; veto 
of the Minister; and provision for the 
Governor-General to disallow any law 
within six months of it being made. 

"The authority of only the Ad¬ 
ministrator to call a meeting of the 
Executive Council is seen as over¬ 
powering. Such meetings should al¬ 
so be able to be called by the Ad¬ 
ministrator if requested by a speci¬ 
fied number of Executive Council¬ 
lors. 

"Many Island persons object to 
the waters around. Norfolk Island to 
being outside the control of the Isl¬ 
and authority. Fishing, and other 
water activities, are traditional 
and appropriate to mandatory Island 
influence. 

"The Australian Government has 
overriding powers on money matters. 
Supply can be forced over the author¬ 
ity of the Legislative Assembly. 

"... I referred earlier, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, to the fact that discussion in 
the community has been taking place 
on the Norfolk Island Bill during the 
last three months, and opinion has 
formed. 

”1 have endeavoured to gain the 
benefit of opinion from the com¬ 
munity. I'm sure my fellow-Coun¬ 
cillors have done likewise. 

"I therefore now say that the 
following has been made clear to 
me, as an opinion of the majority. 

"Firstly some basics. The Island 
community wishes to gain self- 
government - not independence and 
not integration into Australia. 

"The Island wishes to have a con¬ 
tinuing association with Australia. 

"There is a preparedness tc 
achieve self-government by stages. 

"In a nutshell, people have con¬ 
firmed they still do want self-gov¬ 
ernment and are happy to have it 


progressively. 

"As I’ve said earlier, the Bill does 
provide a measure of self-govern¬ 
ment for Norfolk Island and a system 
; by which there can be a smooth 
I transfer of additional legislative 
• and executive authority. These pro- 
? visions accord with the Minister's 
j statement of 8th May, 1978. 

"It has been clearly said to me, 
however, that the Bill is deficient 
and that it does not provide a satis¬ 
factory level of local responsibil¬ 
ity at the point of commencement, 
and does not provide a clear pro¬ 
gram torachieve the final goal of 
self-government. 

"Let me clearly state that it is 
not my intention to repeat the per¬ 
formance of 1960 when the con¬ 
cept of self-government was over¬ 
all rejected, for whatever reason, 
thereby imposing an unsatisfactory 
method of government for a fur¬ 
ther period of some 18 years before 
again having opportunity to remedy 
the situation. 

"It's quite clear that this nettle 
| of self-government for Norfolk Isl¬ 
and must be grasped now, and the 
difficulties in all aspects worked up¬ 
on and overcome. This has not been 
j achieved yet. M 


| COUNCILLOR LISLE SNELL; 

I "WJtfY SHOULD THE COMMON¬ 
WEALTH CONTROL MONEY WE 
| RAISE OURSELVES ON THE 
j ISLAND?" 


"Firstly, why is Norfolk Island 
! classed as a Territory of the Cora- 
: monwealth and not as it is at pres- 
| ent in the Norfolk Island Act 1957/63, 

! and that Norfolk Island be accepted 
j by the Commonwealth as a Territory 
j under the authority of the Common- 
i wealth. Why the change in wording 
j if for no specific reason, then, it is 
: asked why should it not remain as is... 

i "Why have the powers of social wel- 
| fare, which Norfolk Island has always 
j had a voice in, been taken away? I 
tried to explain some of die reasons 
put to us in the closed session of 
Council but was counteracted with 
the question 'Don’t they trust us any 
more?’ 

H Why is land control so reserved 
when the Governor-General has un¬ 
reserved power over veto of all mat¬ 
ters anyway? 

"Does the Australian Government 
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chink so little of the future Assembly 
that they cannot be trusted to continue 
the present policy with regard to 
health and education, therefore must 
hold on to these matters? 

”In the Bill it is possible for Aust¬ 
ralia to levy taxes on Norfolk, under 
certain conditions. This seems to 
be taxation without representation, 
and my understanding is that this is 
n ot regarded as proper and has not 
been in British countries for 100 or 
200 years. It is generally wondered 
why the Commonwealth feels that 
this sort of arrangement is necessary. 

"It is also wondered why the Assem¬ 
bly will not be able to make its own 
decisions on spending any money that 
is raised by taxes here on Norfolk. 

I can see that if the Commonwealth 
wants to spend its own money here, 
that is none of our business. Why 
should the Commonwealth control 
money we raise ourselves on the 
Island? 

"The Bill, in Schedule 1, says 
that Norfolk Island is defined as be¬ 
ing only the Island and the rocks 
here. It is hard to understand the 
Commonwealth’s thinking on why 
Norfolk should not include the sur¬ 
rounding ocean. 

"At the time of the Royal Com¬ 
mission, the question of historical 
rights of the Pitcairn descendants 
was placed second on the list of mat¬ 
ters to be taken into consideration. 

It seems that'Sir John Nimmo did 
not satisfy people with his findings 
on this point, and there has been 
considerable criticism of this since. 

In March or so last year, Mr. Elli- 
cott said this was just digging up 
the past, but I think it is very im¬ 
portant to the people of Norfolk to 
know whether the Government ac¬ 
cepts Sir John’s findings on the Pit¬ 
cairners' rights or whether the sub¬ 
ject shouldn # t be looked at again 
in the light of documents and re - 
search that has appeared since his 
report... 

"This Bill gives no indication, or 
gives no recognition, that Norfolk 
Island is the homeland of the Pit¬ 
cairn people who migrated in 1856. 

"Why should the Norfolk Islander 
be placed in the same category as 
any other race of people who hap¬ 
pen to be living on Norfolk Island 
at this time or wishes to be in the 
future? 

"Can complete faith and protec¬ 
tion be placed in the Immigration 
Ordinance to guarantee the above? 

"Why is it necessary that we be 
re-classified as Australians against 
our wishes? 

"The Minister has said we must 
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have trust and confidence in one 
another, but Governments change. 
Ministers come and go, but Norfolk 
Islanders will be here forever. 

"The Norfolk Islander has for 
centuries lived off the land and 
from the sea, It is stressed that 
we now no longer control our land 
to the extent that we were promised 
in 1856, and what eventuated has 
been a subject of contention ever 
since. ° 


COUNCILLOR GREG QUINTAL: 

"I HAVE NOT COME ACROSS A 
SINGLE PERSON WHO IS IN FAVOUR 
OF THE BILL" 


Cr. Quintal ; "Mr. Chairman, in sup - 
port of the motion moved by Cr. Blu- 
cher, as we are all aware, the vast 
majority of the electors are not in 
favour of the Bill, and, indeed, I 
have not come across a single person 
who is in favour of the Bill in its 
present form. 

"There probably are some that are 
in favour but I have not come across 
them as yet. 

"Council is aware that the Minister 
will be disappointed that the lengthy 
discussions held in 1978 did not lead 
to a Bill that was acceptable to the 
people and also to the Minister or the 
Australian Government. 

"I for one will not accept the Bill 
in its present form. 

"I am hopeful that the Minister 
will allow Council to re-negotiate 
for a form of government suitable 
to our electors. If he refuses to do 
this, in my opinion, we are far bet¬ 
ter off to continue in an advisory 
Council body and keep on working 
j to get real self-government some 
i time in the near future. 

"The people deserve self-govem- 
i ment, and have been fighting to 
get it back ever since my grand¬ 
father’s time. 

"We would be foolish to accept 
a very small part of self-government 
such as the Bill contains. We 
should stick where we are, with the 
very bad kind of government we 
have at present.and wait until we 
finally get real self-government. 

"It is my honest belief that the 
Minister will agree to negotiate 
with the Council. In 1978, the 
Minister said that the Government’s 
objective was to provide for the de¬ 
velopment of a responsible form of 
self-government for Norfolk Island. 

I do not know - nor does anyone 
else - what the Minister’s reaction 
will be, but the Bill does not give 
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us a responsible form of government. 

"The United Nations Association 
of Australia has offered to conduct 
a poll of a Voluntary Act of Self- 
Determination. We are grateful 
for their offer but I do not consider 
that this is necessary at this stage, 
as the Minister will - or already 
knows - that the vast majority of 
the electors is definitely against 
the Bill in its present form. 

"I’m looking forward to having 
discussions with the Minister for 
a suitable form of government. ” 


COUNCILLOR DUNCAN McINTYRE: 
"AFTER A TRANSITIONAL PERIOD 

THERE SHOULD NO LONGER BE ANY 
RETAINED POWERS OTHER THAN 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE" 


"...Our clear goal is self-gov¬ 
ernment in association with Aust¬ 
ralia. Ultimately that means that 
all matters will become the direct 
concern of the Assembly, except 
Foreign Affairs and Defence, and 
the only Australian laws which will 
extend here are those to which the 
people consent. 

"The Bill has been criticised for 
containing insufficient assurances 
that this is the direction in which 
Norfolk will be allowed to travel. 
The present such assurances as there 
are, and they do not go as far as 
I’ve indicated they should, are 
found in Government policy state¬ 
ments. The manner In which 
they're reflected in the Bill per¬ 
mits their implementation in many 
cases but by no means assures it. 

"I do not doubt the good faith 
of the present Minister, and I ap¬ 
preciate the work which has 
brought us this far, but people 
here remember vividly the unsatis¬ 
factory - and sometimes wholly 
oppressive attitude - towards the 
Island which previous Ministers 
have entertained in this decade. 

"They wish to be protected by 
clear words against the things that 
can go wrong when the present 
Minister is no longer there. 

"They seek the surest possible 
defences against integration and 
the clearest recognition of Nor¬ 
folk’s status. 

"On consideration of all the mat¬ 
ters that have been put to me, and 
of all the discussions that we have 
had on the Bill, I believe that de¬ 
sirable amendments to the Bill in¬ 
clude the following: 

"In Section 4, the definition of 
the Island should be amended to 
clarify the complete right of the 
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Island to its surrounding territorial 
waters and seabed and not just 
fisheries. 

"Secondly, the word •Adminis¬ 
trator* should be changed to 'Com¬ 
missioner* throughout. The role 
of Commissioner is well understood 
in the Pacific community, and it 
appears to me that the word •Ad¬ 
ministrator' is unacceptable to the 
people here. 

"In Section 5 the expression 
'Territory of the Commonwealth* 
should be replaced by'the tradition¬ 
al expression ’Territory under the 
authority of the Commonwealth*, 
to make it clear that Australia is 
our guardian and not our owner. 

"Section 18 must be re-examined 
to ensure that proposed Australian 
laws come to die Assembly’s no¬ 
tice for comment before they’re 
extended to Norfolk Island. I 
observe that all the good intentions 
and streamlined Public Service pro¬ 
cedures still failed to draw the Fish¬ 
eries Amendment Act 1978 to our 
attention until this January - some 
five months after it was passed. 

"Section 18 should also be re¬ 
examined with the view to allow¬ 
ing the Island, in the future, to 
have final say as to what Austral¬ 
ian Acts apply. It is innate in the 
rights of the people ultimately to 
choose all the laws they live by. 

"In Section 19, I see no reason 
why it should.be beyond the powers 
of the Assembly to consider the 
issue of coins. 

“In Section 23, I'm well aware 
of criticism, by people whose opin¬ 
ion I respect, that this Section pro¬ 
vides an unnecessary level of con¬ 
trol of the Island. The powers of 
veto over Schedule 3 matters, the 
powers to make ordinances respect¬ 
ing retained matters, and the pow¬ 
er in the Parliament to amend the 
Act, together should give sufficient 
authority to Australia’s views. The 
further blanket veto, provided in 
Section 23, does not seem necess¬ 
ary. 

"Section 27 allows the Austral¬ 
ian Government to pass ordinances 
to raise revenue for the fulfilling 
of its retained responsibilities. 

This may be justified at the begin¬ 
ning, but, after a transitional per¬ 
iod, there should no longer be the 
power to impose taxation without 
representation, and there should no 
longer be any retained powers other 
than Foreign Affairs and Defence... 

"In the Schedules, welfare must 
be an Assembly power under Sche¬ 
dule 2 from the beginning. A re¬ 
servation of this power to the Com- 
monwealth-is a reservation of the 


option to bring in Australian wel¬ 
fare laws at a future time, in the 
manner of Nimmo. Moreover, it 
cannot be the case that anyone in 
Australia could be better qualified 
than the Assembly to determine the 
Island’s welfare requirements and 
to meet them. Thirdly, the size 
of this item in the Island’s budget 
makes it imperative that.it be un¬ 
der local control. 

"Health, because of its import¬ 
ance and its impact on the budget, 
should also be one of the Assembly’s 
powers from the outset. 

"Other original powers should in¬ 
clude the environment, the Island’s 
heritage and mining, and more de¬ 
cisive powers over land policy. 
There should be no restriction on 
the powers of the Assembly and the 
people to take any question to refer¬ 
endum. 

"For the future, the Island should 
look forward to direct responsibility 
for its communications in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, including air 
traffic, shipping and the O. T. C. w 


COUNCILLOR BRUCE MacKENZIE: 

"TO GIVE AWAY NORFOLK’S 
SEPARATE STATUS — THE PRICE 
IS TOO HIGH" 


Cr. MacKenzie : "... When we as 
a Council sat down with the Minis¬ 
ter and his assistants last year, it 
was to discuss the details of self- 
government which had been an¬ 
nounced May last. The discussions 
were held in private, as suggested 
by the Minister, for various; reasons. 

"The Bill which has now been 
presented to the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment is actually the third draft. 

We considered two drafts in private 
discussions. 

"We sought a number of changes* i 
Some were made, but the Minister i 
dealt with other queries by giving 
us assurances that such-and-such only 
was intended. The full force of 
certain provisions in the draft would 
not be used against us and have 
been put there for reserve power 
for cases of extreme emergency. 

"The public have not had the bene¬ 
fit of reading the Minister's state¬ 
ment of intent and policy which, I 
[ believe, are a necessary part of a 
I reading of the published draft. I 
think the Minister's statement made 
during our discussions should be pub¬ 
lished, and, now that a motion of 
this nature has been passed, I hope 
I they will be coming forward. 

I "However, the Minister's assur- 
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ances and policy statements made 
in our meetings with him will hard¬ 
ly be binding upon his successors, 
and 1 suppose, in a legal sense, will 
not be binding even on Mr. Ellicott. 
Only those things which become die 
law will be binding and even those 
things will be open to Interpretation. 

“The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 
gives the proposed Legislative Assem¬ 
bly a wide range of powers on Local 
Government matters, but its provi¬ 
sions enable the Australian Govern¬ 
ment to overrule the Assembly if it 
wants to. The Government can 
even take away the Assembly’s pow¬ 
ers if it wants to. Some powers 
have been extended but are subject 
to veto; other powers remain the 
sole domain of the Government. 

"Finance and revenue are shared 
between the Assembly and the Gov¬ 
ernment in effect, but the Govern¬ 
ment retains sufficient power so 
that even the Assembly's ability to 
even legislate in a real way on a 
matter that is its sole responsibility 
could be affected. 

"In acknowledging this the Minis¬ 
ter stated that mutual trust and co¬ 
operation was required to make the 
proposal work. 

"The Minister placed great em¬ 
phasis on a consensus -a coming to 
agreement between the parties - 
but consensus can only work between 
parties that are equal. If one party 
is subordinate to the other, the re¬ 
sulting decisions will seldom be a 
consensus - one party will simply 
be telling the other party what to 
do. 

"After local government was re¬ 
jected in the early 1960s, an ad¬ 
visory Council of the present type 
was set up - Cr, Buffett and Cr. 
Quintal may disagree here but I 
think I # m right in what I*m saying. 
There was a clear agreement made 
with the Administrator of die day 
that the Council’s advice would be 
accepted on Norfolk Island matters, 
except when they conflicted with 
Australian national policy. This 
was not written into law. It was, 
in fact, a consensus arrangement, 
although 1 don't think that word 
was used at the time. 

"This seemed to operate quite 
well for a while, then a later Ad¬ 
ministrator came into conflict with 
the Council over, as it happened, 
a matter which was purely a local 
one. I think it was an extension of 
the Rawson Hall - anyway, it was 
around that time. 

"The Administrator got his, own 
way on that matter and when it 
was pointed out to him that the 
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consensus arrangement had been 
broken, he pointed to the law and 
asked to be shown where he acted 
contrary to it. Of course, he was 
correct from a legal viewpoint. 

The consensus arrangement was not 
law. He had not broken the law, 
but we learned that promises of one 
Administrator would not necessarily 
be kept by another. 

"The Administrator’s action be¬ 
came a precedent and from that 
time the consensus arrangement, to 
me, was dead. 

"Coming back to the 1978 Bill, it 
seems that in not stating a clear in¬ 
tention to provide for self-govern¬ 
ment, in not recognizing Norfolk 
Island’s separate status in its pre¬ 
amble, acceptance of this Bill in 
its present form by this Council and 
the people would amount to accept¬ 
ance of complete integration in 
principle. 

"That principle, once established, 
would make it far simpler for a fu¬ 
ture Australian Administration to ab¬ 
sorb Norfolk Island completely into 
its system of laws and control. 

"If the price of receiving of pow¬ 
ers to make laws which can be over¬ 
ruled on a range of local matters 
is to give away Norfolk Island's 
separate status, then, to me, the 
price is too high. 

"I support the motion. " 


COUNCILLOR GEOFF BENNETT: 

"THE BILL PRETENDS THAT NOR¬ 
FOLK ISLAND IS PART OF METRO- 
POUT AN AUSTRALIA" 


"The Bill makes no provision for 
its ratification by an appropriate act 
of self-determination on the part of 
the people of the Island. This is 
recognized as a key fundamental 
issue and the issue that led the 8 th 
Norfolk Island Council to the most 
extreme action taken when it appeal¬ 
ed to the United Nations in 1977. 

It is a fundamental right and cannot 
be cast aside. 

"The Bill pretends that Norfolk 
Island is part of metropolitan Aust¬ 
ralia. The fact that Norfolk Island 
is clearly a non-self-governing terri¬ 
tory has been overlooked. Since 
30th March, 1914 we have been known 
as 'Norfolk Island - a Territory under 
the authority of the Commonwealth*, 
but this has been changed to the 
'Territory of Norfolk Island - a Terri¬ 
tory of the Commonwealth*. 

"The Bill gives more weight, in 
my opinion, to protecting the inter¬ 
ests of Australia than protecting the 
interests of the people of Norfolk 


Island. This is illustrated by the 
overly paternalistic attitude express¬ 
ed in the Bill - the taking away of 
the sea and seabed, the failure of 
allowing the Island in any way to 
be a separate identity. 

"The Bill contains no provision 
for protection against the repeal, 
or other forms of legislative degra¬ 
dation of the proposed new status 
of the Island by a future Govern¬ 
ment. 

"The Bill does not allow the Isl¬ 
and the power to raise and expend 
its revenue. The Bill provides for 
the control of revenue to remain 
firmly in the hands of the Adminis¬ 
trator and the Minister. That pro¬ 
vision is seen as paternalistic dis¬ 
trust of the ability of the Island’s 
elected leaders to be sufficiently 
responsible. The control of reven¬ 
ue is the very basis of government 
and, therefore, must rest with the 
locally-elected authority. 

"There is no provision in the Bill 
for the people of Norfolk Island to 
play an active role in the develop¬ 
ment of the South Pacific through 
direct representation on such region¬ 
al forums as the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission or Conference. The Island 
has an unequivocal right as an ident¬ 
ity in the South Pacific region, and 
this right and path to the S. P. C. has 
been firmly blocked by the Austral¬ 
ian Government. 

"There is no clear intention that 
the ultimate goal is full internal 
self-government. The term ’self- 
government* , used freely by the 
Minis ter, early last year, now seems 
to have vanished. Instead we hear 
and read such terms as ’becoming 
increasingly involved in their own 
affairs* - *run its own affairs to the 
greatest practicable extent* - Man¬ 
aging its own affairs*. This is dis¬ 
turbing, raising questions of possible 
change in attitude, and therefore I 
would expect a clear statement of 
the Government’s Intentions to con¬ 
firm the Government's genuineness. 

"The Bill has taken away any 
rights we claim to have had to the 
200-mile economic zone by defin¬ 
ing Norfolk Island as dry land only. 
We were told by the Minister to 
assume that Norfolk Island will have 
such territorial sea attached to it, 
as is from time to time attached 
according to international law. 

It is most disturbing to learn that 
in recent legislation - assented to in 
August but not shown to Council 
till December -had swallowed up 
the sea surrounding Norfolk Island. 

"The Bill disregards the rights 
of the Pitcairn race and their heri- 
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tage. 

“There are a number of specific 
things about, the Bill, other than 
those significant shortcomings I 
have already covered. 

“The term •Administrator* is 
not appropriate in the context of 
self-government and should be 
replaced with the term ’Commis¬ 
sioner*. 

“The powers of the Common¬ 
wealth Government to intervene 
and impose laws, even without 
their reference to the Legislative 
Assembly, is inconsistent with the 
concept of self-government. 

“The Westminster-type govern¬ 
ment contained in the Bill, to my 
way of thinking, is too complex 
for this tiny Island and should be 
replaced with a more appropriate 
system. 1 ' 


COUNCILLOR BRYAN NUNN: 

“DO THEY SERIOUSLY THINK SO 
LITTLE OF THIS COMMUNITY?” 


Cr. Nunn: “...The display of dis¬ 
trust inherent in the Bill as to our 
ability to'manage our own inter¬ 
nal affairs is very apparent. 

“Surely, true internal self-gov¬ 
ernment should assume that all 
matters of the internal government 
of the Island should be the consi¬ 
deration of the Island’s elected 
representatives save those it is 
agreed should remain with the 
Commonwealth. 

“Therefore it is important that 
any powers stated in the Schedules 


to be remaining powers over which 
the Australian Government will 
maintain control, whether or not 
it is envisaged they will eventually 
pass to Norfolk Island, should have 
some date included in the Schedules 
as to when this will happen, or 
state that they shall remain for the 
foreseeable future the responsibil¬ 
ity of the Australian Government. 

“For preference, I would want the 
Schedules to start by stating the 
powers which the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment feel they should retain 
either temporarily or permanently, 
on the assumption that all other 
powers will be in the hands of the 
Island either now or at a shown 
given date, rather than the present 
reverse of that situation in which 
certain powers are accorded to the 
Island and by implication any pow¬ 
ers not mentioned will remain with 
the Australian Government. 

I am most unhappy with the Sche¬ 
dules as they stand in the Bill and 
the powers over which it is assumed 
we are not competent to have author¬ 
ity. Do they not think we are better 
able to judge and are more conscious 
of our responsibilies to those who, by 
whatever reason, find themselves in 
a situation of need? Do they serious¬ 
ly think so little of this community, 
with all the ethical and moral back¬ 
ground of the Pitcairn lineage, that 
we would be so unfeeling and im¬ 
moral as to ignore this for the pur¬ 
pose of self-gain? 

"Do we not know better than some 
civil servant in Canberra how we 
can organize our land usage to en- 
I sure that Norfolk Island remains un- 
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prostituted, for the sake of personal 
gain, and a place where, for both 
the Islander or mainlander, re¬ 
mains a place where the basic and 
fundamental values of not just earn¬ 
ing a living but also living a worth¬ 
while life, shall remain paramount? 

“Do they not think we care for our 
sick? - or our young people? - that 
they must have the ultimate say up¬ 
on what is for the benefit of these 
people of our Island? 

“Tell me one civil servant in 
Canberra who is better able to judge 
our responsibilities than we oursel¬ 
ves on Norfolk Island? 

“Do they think the members of 
Council are so oriented to personal 
gain that we’re not capable of hav¬ 
ing complete control over what it 
would cost us to meet up to our 
obligations and that we are so self- 
centred as to be unwilling to face 
up financially to these obligations 
in the varying means at our dispo¬ 
sal? 

“How can one accept a situation 
where the Australian Government 
tells us what are our obligations, 
in all their remote wisdom, and 
then asks us to accept die costs of • 
their decisions? 

“I would ask only that every per¬ 
son on Norfolk Island tries, by what¬ 
ever means, and don't be led sole¬ 
ly by any faction or political inter¬ 
est, to understand what they believe 
to be In the true interests of Norfolk 
Island and its people for the future. 
Then, ultimately, let us see how 
best the will of the majority can 
be met by our being a truly self- 
governing territory, linked in trust 
and friendship with the Common¬ 
wealth of Australia. 

“I unreservedly support the mo¬ 
tion, Mr. Chairman.” 


COUNCILLOR BILL BLUCHER; 

“THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE ON 
NORFOLK ISLAND WANT SELF- 
GOVERNMENT IN ASSOCIATION 
WITH AUSTRALIA... IF THE MIN¬ 
ISTER OR THE CABINET IS NOT 
WILLING TO ACCEPT THE ACCUR¬ 
ACY OF WHAT I AM SAYING, IT’S 
QUITE SIMPLE FOR THEM TO CALL 
A REFERENDUM AND FIND OUT” 


“I know the Norfolk Island form 
of administration has been unsatis¬ 
factory for a long time. It’s been 
unsatisfactory to the people; it’s 
been unsatisfactory to die Adminis- 
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trators; it’s been unsatisfactory to 
the Commonwealth. 

"Ten months ago the Australian 
Cabinet made certain decisions 
about Norfolk and these were an¬ 
nounced by the Minister here in 
this room cm May 8th last year, 
and he said it was the Government's i 
objective to provide for the devel- i 
opment of responsible form far j 

self-government for Norfolk Island. 

He said there was scope for further 
consultation with the people of the 
Island and with Council. 

"In between May and October, 
Council did have those meetings 
with the Minister to work out the 
many details of the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978. These meetings were 
cordial and they were very co-op¬ 
erative, and I believe both sides 
did their best to produce a good 
result. 

Til endeavour to form an 
opinion of how and why we reach¬ 
ed that result. It is important to 
recall that both Council and the 
Minister were working within the 
framework of a decision that had 
already been made by Cabinet. 

We did not discuss the full range 
of possibilities open to Norfolk 
Island because, I believe, the 
Cabinet decisions limited the 
Minister and the Council to a 
very narrow list of subjects. 

"The Norfolk Island Bill was 
introduced in Parliament on No¬ 
vember 23rd and has been avail¬ 
able to be studied and discussed 
here on die Island for over two 
months. Many people found it 
difficult to read and understand 
but there has been a considerable 
amount of material written, to ex¬ 
plain the Bill, from the Minister; 
from this Council; and from the press, 
both in letters and articles. There 
has been one public meeting, and 
a peat many private discussions. 

Lt*s fair to say that all residents 
were encouraged to consider die 
Bill with an open mind. 

"At this stage, I think public opin¬ 
ion has become quite clear. I think 
that beyond any reasonable doubt 
the Norfolk Island Bill proposes a 
form of government which is not ac¬ 
ceptable to die majority of the elec¬ 
tors on this Island. 

"I'm sure there will be disappoint¬ 
ment to the Minister to know the 
Bill has not been accepted by the 
majority. Council is also very dis¬ 
appointed that our many months of 
work did not lead to acceptable re¬ 
mits, but there it is. 

"I believe that it was probably 
cn the cards from the beginning 


that we would not be able to reach 
an acceptable result. I do not think 
it was the Minister's fault or Coun¬ 
cil's fault. 1 believe it was the 
fault of the Cabinet decisions that 
had already been made. The Cabi¬ 
net had a good intendoD which 
the Minister told us was to provide 
for the development of a respons¬ 
ible self-government here. That 
is exactly what we all want. Self- 
government of a kind which is re¬ 
sponsible to the people of the 
Island. 

"Unfortunately, while the Cabi¬ 
net’s intentions were good, I be¬ 
lieve the decision Cabinet made 
actually prevented its own good 
intentions from being reached. 

So, we still have the original prob¬ 
lem to solve which is the develop¬ 
ment of the form of government 
which will be acceptable to both 
the Commonwealth and the major¬ 
ity of the people, and the form of 
government under which we'll all 
need to live. 

"It will not be easy to do this 
but I am certain it can be done, 
and it must be done. It will re¬ 
quire continued consultation be¬ 
tween Council and die Minister, 
and a reconsideration by the Cabi¬ 
net of how its objective can actu¬ 
ally be carried out. 

"... Another fact that must be 
accepted is that the majority of 
electors on Norfolk do not con¬ 
sider that the Norfolk Island Bill 
1978 offers an acceptable form of 
responsible self-government. 

I've no doubt about this fact and 
I do not believe any other Coun¬ 
cillor has, and I'm quite certain 
that hearing what’s been said 
this afternoon that I would not be 
proven wrong. 

"If the Minister or the Cabinet is 
not willing to accept the accuracy 
of what I'm saying, it's quite sim¬ 
ple for them to call a referendum 
and find out. If they do not wish 
to call a referendum and still have 
any doubt about the electors' feel¬ 
ings, Council would be happy to 
ask the United Nations Association 
of Australia to supervise a Volun¬ 
tary Act of Self-Determination 
amongst the electors. The Associa¬ 
tion has offered to do this, if Coun¬ 
cil believes it would be helpful. 

I personally don't believe it is ne¬ 
cessary but if the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment is not willing to accept 
Council’s view of what the major¬ 
ity want, there is that simple way 
of determining it -- at no cost to 
the Government. 

"Meanwhile, I accept it as fact 


that the majority of people on Nor¬ 
folk Island want self-government in 
association with Australia. 

"In continuing consultation with 
the Minister, I believe we can prof- 
j it from our experience during 1978 
| and should make several changes 
| in our procedure. Council was handi- 
j capped in the discussions last year 
I because of our lack of knowledge 
j of some basic subjects. On the one 
! hand the Minister, and other Gov¬ 
ernment representatives, have an 
outstanding knowledge of such fields 
as law, constitutions and economics, 
and, in addition, were able to draw 
on expert assistance in those fields 
and other fields from the various 
Departments in Canberra. On the 
other hand. Council includes some 
men with some excellent training 
and education but in some discussions 
we were handicapped and uncertain 
of effects of some interpretations of 
wording in the Bill. 

"For this reason, and in the inter¬ 
ests of making the discussions as 
clear and useful as possible. Coun¬ 
cil 1 know would like to have the 
assistance of an expert adviser - es¬ 
pecially in the field of Constitution¬ 
al Law. 

"A further amendment to our pro¬ 
cedure, I believe, should be better 
communication with the public. 
Throughout our talks last year we 
were unable to get the benefit of 
any public comment because our 
meetings were all held in private. 
There is a definite value in pri¬ 
vate discussions, but I believe that, 
promptly* after each discussion - 
as has been mentioned before by 
a Councillor - there should be a 
public statement of what was dis¬ 
cussed and agreed, and those sub¬ 
jects should then be open to full 
public consideration and comment. 

"Following this procedure would, 

I believe, go a long way to prevent¬ 
ing a repetition of the situation we're 
in now where we have gone through 
months of meetings and then discov¬ 
er that the people simply do not ac¬ 
cept the results of those meetings. 

"And with those remarks, Mr. 
Chairman, I would ask that the mo¬ 
tion be put." 

Chairman: "Thank you for your inter¬ 
esting contributions. 

"All those in favour? Councillor 
Buffett, Councillor Quintal, Council¬ 
lor Bennett, Councillor MacKenzie, 
Councillor McIntyre, Councillor 
Nunn, Councillor Snell, Councillor 
Blucher. 

"The Chairman abstains. 

"The motion is passed. ” 
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Lord Howe considering 
public bus system 

LORD HOWE ISLAND is considering 
setting up a mini-bus service to pro¬ 
vide public transport during daylight 
and early evening hours. 

A small survey of recent tourists 
to Lord Howe indicated that a "lack 
of hire car vehicles” and "lack of 
activities on Wet days” were sources 
of some dissatisfaction. 

The questionnaire results were 
passed along to the islands Tourist 
Promotion Committee. After dis¬ 
cussing the situation it resolved that 
"whilst the Committee is fully aware 
of the need to protect the island life¬ 
style, it recognizes that there is a 
requirement for transport to be avail¬ 
able to serve the needs of visitors”. 

Push bikes,'motor bikes and a 
small number of hire cars are avail¬ 
able now. The Committee thinks a 
few more hire cars might be allowed, 
but proposed the bus service as a means 
of keeping motor cars to a minimum. 
Their idea is that the bus service 
would run every 30 minutes, and 
would be operated by the local “gov¬ 
ernment” - the Lord Howe Island 
Board. 

The island has about 180 cars and 
motor bikes using its 16 km of roads. 
The ratio of tourists to residents is 
close to Norfolk’s, with around 5, 000 
tourists a year and about 300 perman¬ 
ent population. 


Australia nurtures 
indigenous culture - 
in 11 other islands 

INDIGENOUS CULTURE should be 
taught, communicated and passed 
on to the people so that they would 
enjoy, appreciate and value it, the 
Australian High Commissioner-in 
Fiji, Mr. Gordon Upton, said in 


Suva recently. 

Opening the Fijian Teachers' 
Association's second Fijian Language 
Workshop at the University of the 
South Pacific, Mr. Upton said such 
cultures "should not be fossilised, 
but be susceptible to adaption in the 
light of changing needs. " 

He emphasized that indigenous 
cultures should be preserved as a 
sound and secure basis for the de¬ 
velopment of a national identity 
and national values. 

Indigenous language was the im¬ 
portant component that cemented 
all components of indigenous cul¬ 
ture. 

The language was culture,in it¬ 
self. It was the art of communica¬ 
tion without which other components 
had less significance and might start 
to crumble. 

He said more than $400, 000 had 
been given to 11 countries by the 
Australian Government for the Pre¬ 
servation and Development of South 
Pacific Cultures, to be spent on pro¬ 
jects such as the recording of oral 
traditions, linguistics training, art 
workshops, preservation of archives, 
library and museum development, 
cultural instruction in schools, 
school festivals, publication of lo¬ 
cal writers, often in the vernacular, 
and dictionary development. 

The countries which benefitted 
were Tonga, the Cook Islands, the 
Gilbert Islands, Nauru, the New Heb¬ 
rides, Niue, Solomon Islands, Toke¬ 
lau, Western Samoa, Fiji and Tuv¬ 
alu. 


Foreign aid to Tonga 
almost doubled in 78 

TONGA RECEIVED T$7, 700, 000 in 
foreign aid during the 1977/78 finan¬ 
cial year, the Tonga “Chronicle” re¬ 
ported in January. 

Australia was the most generous do¬ 
nor country, giving the kingdom just 
over T$2 million. Others contributing 
close to $1 million or more each were 


New Zealand, Japan, England and the 
European Economic Community. 

The total for the year was almost 
double that of the previous year. 

Tonga has* also negotiated another 
big international loan at very favour¬ 
able terms. The Federal Republic of 
Germany will lend the kingdom almost 
T$9 million to buy a roll-on roll-off 
ship. A bit over $1 million of the loan 
has to be paid in 15 years, with an in- 
j terest rate of 7.8 % All the rest is 
payable over 30 years, with a grace 
} period of a further 15 years, and at an 
I interest rate of 1 °/c. 


Higher education 
available in Niue 


PEOPLE IN NIUE - about 1500 miles 
N.E. of Norfolk, population 4, 000, 
self-governing in free association 
with New. Zealand - are getting in¬ 
creasing benefit from a local Exten ¬ 
sion Service Centre of the University 
of the South Pacific. 

The University, based at Laucala 
Bay in Suva, Fiji, opened the Niue 
I Extension Centre two years ago. 

The Centre has carried out sever - 
j al projects to help Niueans explore 
| and revive their “lost” culture of 

i the past. 

It offers an interesting range of 
extension courses, to be taken with 
a combination of correspondence, 
local supervision from the Centre, 
and, in the near future, television 
programming via satellite. 

Courses offered to Niueans this 
year include introductory maths, 
history, physics, geography, chem¬ 
istry, biology and English. 

Four ”pre-degree” courses are 
offered, in "Man in the Pacific", 
"Man and the Environment”, "Pac¬ 
ific History" and foundation mathe¬ 
matics. 

Courses in "communication and 
study skills" and "basic mathemati¬ 
cal methods" are available for people 
wanting to improve their general 
work efficiency. 

Degree and diploma subjects, 
which can be used to qualify for a 
diploma in Administrative Studies 
(and to help train future administra¬ 
tion staff for the island) include ac¬ 
countancy, macroeconomics and ad¬ 
ministration. 

Four education subjects are also 
taught - "Education and Society", 
"Classroom Learning", "Curriculum 
Studies” and "Child Development”. 

If on Niue, why not on Norfolk? 
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Norfolk 

"As you know, living on Norfolk 
Island, people are very articulate 
about their separate identity. It’s 
inevitable that people would feel 
that way when they sense their cul¬ 
tural origins are being swamped or 
their culture is threatened." 

These timely remarks and many 
interesting recollections of Norfolk’s 
past were made by film producer, 

Ray Hall of Vancouver, B. C. Ray 
and his wife, Nicki, and two-year 
old son, Sam, recently spent three 
months on Norfolk visiting Ray’s 
mother. Islander Avis Dunning. 

Born on Norfolk, a great grand¬ 
son of the American whaler, Dwight 
Allen, Ray comes back to Norfolk 
when he can to get back to his own 
roots. 

"When I come back here, M he 
says, "I don't just come back for 
the pretty scenery and the beach¬ 
es. I can get that in Canada. I 
come back here for an attitude and 
my roots -- those things are impor¬ 
tant to people." 

Having tapped these roots once 
more, Ray will soon be making a 
film on the history of the craft of 
nail making in Massachusetts, 

U. S. A. not far from New Bedford 
where his great grandfather set out 
on the famous whaling ship "Char¬ 
les W. Morgan". 

American Dwight Allen settled 
here 100 years ago as a whaler. He 
was a very popular figure and even 
thouf£i it was difficult in those days 
to arrange to purchase land and to 
settle here, he managed to do so. 
Dwight was grandfather to the 16 
Nobbs children (Kit Roberts, dear 
"Auntie Val" whom we lost recent¬ 
ly, and Ray arnong them) and father 
to "Aggie" who married C.C.R. 

Nobbs. He was able to stay on Nor¬ 
folk because he was a skilled join¬ 
er and builder. He apparently was 
one of those men who could do 
anything -- and it was greatly de¬ 
sired that he stay among the island 
people. And what a wonderful 
legacy he left! 

"My grandfather, Gus Allen, was 
also a whaler and he talked a lot 
about his experiences as a whaler, " 
said Ray continuing to recall his 
own roots. "He had a whaling 
boat - a long boat used now as a 
lighter — his backyard was fes¬ 
tooned with ropes that were dry¬ 
ing, harpoons that he was making 



would be drying in the shed - he 
made them by hand. He hand- 
tempered the harpoons and lances - 
he dried the ropes out and plaited 
diem. I grew up having this lore 
of the sea passed on to me. 

"He taught me how to handle 
myself on the rocks, how to catch 
fish, how to swim. He was ack¬ 
nowledged as one of the knowledg- 
able fishermen on the Island, both 
as a whaler and a fisherman for the 
rock fish and ocean-going fish. 

"He knew all the rocks, the sight¬ 
ings, I only went out in the boat 
with him once -- young people did¬ 
n’t go out in the boats in those days. 
But I remember the discussions -- 
he’d say 'You line such and such a 
fishing bank with this pine tree and 
that part of Philip Island'. It was 
really pretty scientific. 

"My.father was an Australian. 

He built a home on six acres of land 
which he purchased from Joe Nobbs. 
It's behind Duncan Sanderson’s Nor¬ 
folk Souvenirs. The home is still 
there --all the trees, macadamia 
nuts, frangipani, flowering gums -- 
all flourishing. I had a look at it 
the other day. 

"My father worked for 'Bunny' 

Ryan who had the timber mill down 
at Cascades and until that burned 
down they had a system of logging 
with an old truck which was so frail. 
Because of the condition of the road, 
you'd have to put the front wheel in 
one gutter and the back wheel in the 
gutter on the other side and simply 
slide down the hill with this. If 
you went fast the brakes simply 
were not good enough. My father’s 
job was to drive this thing. r Eddie' 
Yeaman worked with him. And old 
’Nicko’. He blew his hand off throw¬ 
ing dynamite. 'Nicko' was a charac¬ 
ter. He used to come and mooch 
methylated spirits from my father 
when he had the bakery. Father 
started a bakery in Burnt Pine. It 
was the only bakery on the Island 
for a number of years. Billy 
’Pumpa' Christian delivered the 
bread. He delivered it on a cart 
pulled by a horse. The bread would 
be stacked on his cart and he’d be 


LIVING 

driving this thing up Middlegate hill 
when the school kids would hang on 
the back. He had a switch and he'd 
try to keep us off. " 

(Ray Hall was kind enough to let 
The News interview him on two 
separate occasions. Next month 
i we will continue with his recollec¬ 
tions of Norfolk's past.) 


Hello, Frangipani 1 

"I'VE ALWAYS ADORED clothes, " 
says Margaret Sedgwick, manager¬ 
ess of Norfolk’s ’Frangipani', a stun¬ 
ning new shop on Norfolk Island. 
"American clothes, especially, 
have always appealed to me. For 
f ive years I trained in the buying 
and fashion scene at David Jones, 
Sydney. I was always very con¬ 
scious of the clean, crisp designs 
and original flair of American clo¬ 
thes featured on D:J's Sixth Floor. 

But the clothes were so expensive." 

Now people on Norfolk will be 
able to buy the latest on the high 
fashion scene in an exclusive shop 
attached to an old island home call¬ 
ed 'Leeside*. Set back from the 
road by about 75>ds. and nestled 
in the quiet, tropical gardens sur¬ 
rounding the home, 'Frangipani* 
will offer a wide range of resort 
and designer wear from America. 

As an additional bonus the next 
season's fashions can be purchased 
well in advance of their availabil¬ 
ity on the mainland. 

And the prices are comparable to 
U. S. mainland prices! - which means 
about half what you’d pay in Sydney 
if you were lucky enough to find any 
place that carried such a wide range 
as 'Frangipani’. You will be pleased 
by the resort wear prices. Original 
designer dresses are expensive but 
still not so high considering they are 
one of a kind. 

'Frangipani’s’ range, basically is 
quality resort clothes but includes a 
specialty shop room of designer clo¬ 
thes as well. In this room the fa¬ 
mous Halston, Christian Dior and 
Chester Weinberg are featured. The 
statement here is elegance. Long 
sleeved, small-cuffed polyester blou¬ 
ses with the Christian Dior name 
cleverly used in the design of the 
print, with self ties in a wide range 
of colours caught my eye. Marvel- 
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lous with suits for travelling or even¬ 
ing slacks! A plain cocoa brown" 
shirtraaker dress in a tiny print with 
a mushroom Coloured suede "pink¬ 
ed" tie belt, looked perfect for a 
smart luncheon anywhere in the world. 
A cocktail and on-to-dinner 2-piece 
ensemble in black lightweight silk 
crepe with rhinestone shoe string 
straps and absolutely packable also 
looked stunning. Dresses by Wein¬ 
berg of Connecticut are infinitely 
wearable and always fashionable. 

In another room, clothes under 
the label "The Vested Gentress" from 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania seem to 
have been desired with Norfolk's • 
lifestyle in mind. Long wraparound 
skirts, straight skirts with zip in back 
and self tie in crisp, fresh prints - 
all in their own screen and printed 
designs. "Morning Glory" and "Hum¬ 
mingbird" were charming patterns 
and the skirts simple but beautifully 
made. All can be worn with co-or¬ 
dinating cotton tops. 

"Game skirts" -very big in the 
U. S. - are another line manufactured 
by this same firm. "Game skirts" are 
short (to knee level) and used for 
golf, tennis, etc. They have panty- 
petticoats stitched in underneath. 

Each print is different - called 
"springworm", " horses and apples", 
"lazy frogs", "toucan parrot", 'Whales 
and ships" etc. They are fun and 
very practicaL The skirts can be 
matched with 50^ cotton, 5 (rfc poly¬ 
ester T -shirts in bright colours with 
keyhole or ordinary scoop necks. 

Most unusual, but again very 
trendy in the U.S. are mid-calf 
length wraparound skirts made from 
decorator fabrics. These are a spe¬ 
ciality of Phillis Gardner of Miama, 
Florida. The skirts also come with 
halter tops or matching, triangular 
scarves and some have matching 
tote bags as well. 

In the main salon of •Frangipani' 
a beautiful showcase, custom-made 
on Norfolk, is filled with pure silk 
and crinkled cotton Dior shirts which 
subtly reflect the quality of elegance 
exclusive to Dior. Colours are or¬ 
chid, ivory, pink and mauve. 

'Frangipani' also features accessor¬ 
ies to highlight its lovely clothes. 
Beautiful ebony and sandalwood hair 
decorations, long stick pins in wood 
inlaid with abalone shell, little 
combs with summer flowers (all 
from Witchita, Kansas), and neck¬ 
laces, chain belts, chokers and 
bracelets by Kenneth J. Lane of New 
York City. 

More is on die way ladies. Mar¬ 
garet hopes to have a constant flow 
of new things and will stock trans- 
seasonal clothes all the time. Due 


any minute will be Ann Klein jeans, 
Gil Almbez Bonmenager dresses, 
skirts and tops, matching co-ordin¬ 
ates and slacks, pants skirts and tu¬ 
nic tops in voile from Blousecraft of 
New York and Hawaiian clothes by 



THERE ARE TIMES when friends 
visit or maybe you just hanker for 
some luxury when one feels per¬ 
fectly justified indulging oneself 
and hang the expense! It was oh 
such an occasion recently that we 
eiijoyed these dishes. 

PRAWN RISSOTTO (Serves 4) 

Heat 1 oz. butter and saute 1 small 
chopped onion until golden. Add 
6 oz. rice and stir until translucent. 
Pour over 2 cups boiling fish stock 
(made of fish heads) and add bou¬ 
quet garni. Stir well, lower heat 


■ mm 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 

SOME TIME AGO I praised the 
Stanley Spring Gully Rhine Reis- 
ling which, at the time, was avail¬ 
able in some restaurants here but 
not over the Bond counter. This 
has now been corrected and the 
1978 vintage is available to all 
@ $2.85. It is a good example 
of the style with plenty of fruit 
and a pleasing crisp finish. 

What is a White Burgundy? 

Basically the term would cover 
any white produced in the Burgundy 
region of France and range across 
Chablis, Montrachet and 
many others. In Australia, how¬ 
ever, it has come to be regarded 
as a separate style which is allow¬ 
ed some time in new oak casks 
prior to bottling to add an extra 
dimension to a dry white. The 
Bond now has a selection of wines 
under this label and 1 have com - 


"Nani", a new division of Torie 
Richard. Men's shirts in a non- 
crushable silky-polyester will also 
be arriving from Hawaii. Also, Hal 
Hals ton and other designer swimming 
costumes, scarves and belts. 


and cover. Cook until rice is ten¬ 
der and all liquid absorbed (about 
15 minutes). Spread rice in an 
ovenproof service dish. Place in 
moderate oven for 5 minutes to 
dry. Cut 1 lb. green shelled 
prawns in halves lengthways and 
coat with seasoned flour. Dip in 
milk and coat again. Fry in hot 
oil for 3-5 minutes until golden. 
Drain quickly and mix prawns with 
prepared rice which has been sea¬ 
soned well with salt and pepper. 
Sprinkle with mild grated cheese 
and serve immediately. A crisp 
salad of your choice goes well 
with this dish. 

CHERRY TORTONI (Serves 4-6) 
Whisk 2 egg whites till stiff, add 
gradually 2 tablespoons caster 
sugar, beating continuously. Add 
a pinch of salt and fold in 4 oz. , 
chopped toasted blanched almonds. 
Then fold in { pt. whipped cream 
and one tablespoon marsala or 
sherry. Spoon mixture into serv¬ 
ing dishes and freeze. Decorate 
with cherries before serving. 


pared several. 

The Quell taler 1975 vintage, 
made from the popular Semillon : 
grape, would have been given 
above average time in oak and 
has now added a couple of years 
bottle age. It appealed as a very 
good example of die style and 
certainly well priced <£> $2.40. 

For those who may prefer a lea 
dominant oak tang, I can recom¬ 
mend Houghton's from Western 
Australia. This has always been a 
well regarded wine although it has 
sometimes suffered from excessive¬ 
ly hot summers but the 1977 sea¬ 
son obviously went well. Made from 
comparatively little used Chinon 
Blanc and Tokay gpapes it is a wine 
to enjoy. The price is $3.26. 

One maker who apparently chose 
to ignore tradition was John Potts 
of Langhorne Creek. His 1977, 
which carries no varietal informa¬ 
tion on its label, is a distinctly 
individual wine, somewhat sweet 
with a pleasant sprjtzig and most 
enjoyable once yby accept, Jit is not 
at all what you meyJ^ve expected. 
Reasonably priced @ '$2.96. 
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ALTHOUGH most residents have 
been prayingior rain, the weather 
has been perfect during January for 
the schoolchildren and visitors to 
the Island, Actually weather-wise 
these Christmas holidays were the 
best the children have had for quite 
some time. It makes it so much 
more pleasant for everyone when 
the children can play outdoors most 
of the time. 

There have been several activit¬ 
ies held during January at which resi 
dents and visitors have thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. 

One function which was particul¬ 
arly enjoyable was the Island Picnic 
organized by the School Tour Com¬ 
mittee to raise funds for the 6th 
Class tour of New South Wales in 
May this year. The picnic was held 
in the Youth Centre Compound and 
the laden tables were appropriately 
decorated with banana leaves and 
hibiscus. A very nice gesture was 
Maxine Hobbins and Sue Pearson 
(6th class pupils) welcoming the 
guests at the gate with a hibiscus 
flower and a pamphlet which ex¬ 
plained the history and purpose of 
the school tour. 

It wasn't very long before the 
picnic area was ready and guests 
were told there were two tables to 
which they could go - thus not such 
a long wait. The meal included 
ham, pork, chicken and lovely 
deep-fried fish, together with all 
the different types of pilhi, pumpkin 
fritters and a wide variety of salads. 
The food was served by the mothers 
who included Pam Matthews, Evel¬ 
yn Hobbins, Mary McNamara, Pat 
Magri, Jan Pears’bn and Margaret 
Christian. A number of fathers, 

Mac Adams, Peter Magri and Al¬ 
bert Buffett, were very busy cook¬ 
ing the fish and pumpkin fritters. 
After the main course guests were 
then invited to sample the Island 
sweets - all different pies, trifles 
and a delicious fruit salad. A de¬ 
licious meal! 

Then a real surprise was in store - 
a troupe of Tahitian dancers. Their 
performances were really terrific 
and it was so good to see some of 
che younger ones had obviously been 
:aught especially for the occasion. 
Dancers included Mavis Hitch and 
ivelyn Hobbins, Lisa Woodward, 


Jenny Grube and Karlene Blucher- 
Christian. The locals couldn't help 
commenting on how much Karlene 
resembled her mum, Mavis Hitch. 

The "littlies", 9 year old Angela 
Hobbins, and 6 year old Rebecca 
Hayes, really stole the show. They 
had been taught a particular routine 
and they remembered their move¬ 
ments perfectly. I think Evelyn 
and Mavis are to be congratulated 
on the time they have obviously 
spent with all the young ones in an 
effort to continue on the traditions 
of Island dancing. A colourful and 
entertaining conclusion to a terrific 
night. 

A friend of Peter and Mudgi Guile, 
Joe the Juggler, provided much laugh¬ 
ter and enjoyment for the children 
up at Banyan Park. This was another 
function organized by the School 
Tour Committee. Joe is a teacher 
of Mime and Drama in Melbourne. 
Juggling and magic are his hobbies - 
he hadn't performed for children be¬ 
fore. He certainly held their atten¬ 
tion with his clever juggling and 
cake making. Matthew Dunn thought 
he was "Christmas" when the juggler 
showed him he (Matthew) had laid 
four eggs to put into the banana cake. 
Zena Heinz was the "straight" lady 
and ably assisted Joe. At one stage 
Zena dressed up as a Tahitian dancer. 
She asked Rebecca Hayes to show 
her what to do. Matthew Dunn was 
the only other willing pupil. It was 
quite funny when Joe asked if any 
of the children had thongs that he 
could juggle. As you can imagine 
thongs were flying through the air 
in all directions. The afternoon 
finished off with the showing of some 
really entertaining cartoons. The 
general comment as everyone left 
the hall was that there should be 
more such entertainment for the 
children during the holidays. 

Rawson Hall was the next venue 
for entertainment during January. 

The Blues Football Club, with the 
help of the Blues ladies, organized 
a Family Fish Fry. The hall was ar¬ 
ranged caberet style, with sufficient 
space left for a dance floor. The 
meal consisted of fried fish, saus¬ 
ages, chips, coleslaw and tomato 
and onion salad. It was all very 
tasty. There were many tourists 


present who. I'm sure, thorough¬ 
ly enjoyed the fresh fish. Gizelle 
and Phyllis Evans, Dianne Menghetti, 
Jan Cooper and Robin Graham were 
kept very busy serving the salads 
whilst'Sid Cooper and Culla Graham 
served the hot part of the meal* I 
know there must have been a num¬ 
ber of Blues outside doing the cook¬ 
ing and I think it was Kevin Will¬ 
iams and Allan Bataille who were 
so busy behind the bar. After the 
meal the dancing was enjoyed to 
the music of Sneaky's band. The 
Island is certainly going to miss 
Sneaky's lively music when George 
and Dennis Smith leave for Australia 
in a few week's time. Their voices 
will be very much missed on the 
local radio station too. 

Another voice which has been en¬ 
joyed on the radio over the past few 
months is that of Canadian, Nick! 
Hall, who was here with her hus¬ 
band and son to visit Ray Hall's 
mother. Avis Dunning. Nicki and 
Ray left last Sunday. Whilst here, 
because of their experience with 
television and interviewing people, 
the Radio Officer asked them if they 
would be interested in compiling a 
programme for Deutsche Welle - 
the West German radio station. To 
celebrate the International Year of 
the Child, Deutsche Welle selected 
ten radio stations around the world 
and had asked each of the stations 
to provide 5 or 6 minutes of inter¬ 
views with children so that when the 
hour-long programme was prepared 
the children interviewed could give 
an indication of the life-style in 
their particular country. The Nor¬ 
folk Island radio station was one of 
die ten selected. Nicki said their 
intention was to try and bring out 
the rather unique situation on the 
Island where the children, parents 
and grandparents are all so much 
more of one family than on the main¬ 
land. Perhaps the Island children 
here take such a situation for grant¬ 
ed because they know no other life¬ 
style. Nicki said she and Ray found 
it difficult to ask the right questions 
to bring out this aspect. Nicki and 
Ray also had hoped the children 
would have much the same to say 
about such aspects as swimming, 
fishing, living on Norfolk etc., but 
this they found wasn f t so. A cross- 
section of young people on the Isl¬ 
and were chosen to be interviewed. 
From the interviews, Ray and Nicki 
now have die job of compiling only 
5 or 6 minutes from several hours 
of tapes. The hour-long programme 
when it is finally broadcast should 
be most interesting. 

Cheerio for now! 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS k 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oil* 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkihire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers. Home & personal care products „ 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners - 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, aU j 

agricultural implements A 

'> 

f 

Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

> 

BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTER1NGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 





HAND-HELD WORLD-FAMOUS GIVENCHY PARFUM AT VERY LOW PRICES CURLING WANDS 

TRANCEIVERS ONLY $8.50. 

- 1 WATT - 
ONLY $45 


CO 

ad 

O 

H 



■p-i 

U 


< 

O 


M 

CO 

c H UD 

o o ® 




to 

u 

2 X 

OU ffl 

CO 

M r_, 

H < ^ 

..O 


« 5 ^ 

H J 

Q 

< 

ad 

^ u, 00 z 

2 'So 

ad 

< 

5 to % 

o 


s 


Ctl 


o 

H 



















